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Burundi 


Ex-Security Chief Escapes From Prison 
EA0706093089 Bujumbura Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 6 Jun 89 


[Text] In its Saturday’s [3 June] release, the Burundi 
daily paper LE RENOUVEAU announced the escape 
from prison of the former administrator general of 
national security, Mr Laurent Ndabaneze. In order to 
know more about his escape, Burundi radio reporters 
have gone to Rutana, the prison where he was detained. 
Our reporters told us that the investigations started last 
Saturday and are still continuing since no results have 
been reached up to now. 


Chad 


Army Reportedly ‘On Alert’ at Sudan Border 
AB1006090989 Paris AFP in English 0112 GMT 
10 Jun 89 


[Excerpts] Paris, June 10 (AFP)—Chad has put its 
Armed Forces on alert and reinforced its troops on its 
eastern border with Sudan, various sources said here 
Friday after the two countries accused each other of 
preparing acts of aggression. 


Chadian sources here said that “precautions” had been 
taken to counter an attack by Libyan forces from Sudan's 
Northern and Southern Darfur Provinces. 


Other sources estimated that several thousand men and 
large quantities of arms and equipment had been des- 
patched to the district around Biltine, 700 kilometres 
(430 miles) northeast of the Chadian capital, Ndjamena, 
and about 189 kilimetres (110 miles) from the Sudanese 
frontier. [passage omitted] 


(The Libya-based Chadian National Liberation Front 
issued a communique in Tripoli on Friday asserting.that 
“the bellicose statements which Mr. Habre has made in 
recent days against Sudan are the precursors of an attack 
on that country, an attack which aims at diverting 
attention from the difficulties his Army faces in main- 
taining its unity and preventing daily defections to the 
armed opposition ”’) 


Sources in Paris said that a pre-emptive strike by Chad- 
ian forces against the sparsely populated desert regions 
of Darfur could not be ruled out. 


Sudanese Government Viewed as Libyan ‘Puppet’ 
AB1006174589 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Station commentary] 
[Excerpt] The turning of the Sudanese Darfur region into 


a base for Libyan aggression against Chad and the tribal 
conflicts there are essentially the work of the ruling 
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clique in Sudan and particularly of Prime Minister 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, who agreed to help and continue to 
help Libya in its maneuvers against Chad. 


In his speech to the nation on 6 June, President Hissein 
Habre said that the aggression being prepared in the 
Darfur region is not imaginary, and that the threat we 
have reported is substantiated. Indeed, this statement 
has been backed by the Sudanese press, which clearly 
indicated that what is happening in the Darfur region is 
blatant interference by the Libyans in the domestic 
affairs of Sudan. 


Actually, Libyan adventurism is corrupting Sudan and 
Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi’s government has become a true 
puppet of Tripoli in spreading subversion in the region. 
The various acts of aggression against Chad in the past 
were often prepared in Sudan, and the Darfur region has 
now become a Libyan military base from which destabi- 
lizing acts are carried out against Chad’s sovereignty. 
Al-Mahdi’s factional government, which, of course, has 
no popular base in the country, is using the Libyan 
expeditionary force to dominate Sudan and to open a 
war front in eastern Chad from the Darfur region. 


The Sudanese public and media over the past few days 
have reacted against the occupation of their territory by 
Al-Qadhdhafi’s troops. What is happening in Sudan is 
blatant interference by Libya in the domestic affairs of 
Sudan, the Sudanese daily (AL-SUDANI) writes. This 
paper, which expresses the views of the majority of the 
citizens of this country, has given details on how and why 
the Libyans have been in the Darfur region since 1985. 
Here is the condition laid down by Al-Qadhdhafi to 
Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi: We will station ourselves in the Darfur 
region, and we will keep you in power. Of course, Al- 
Mahdi, who wanted to cling to power, quickly agreed to the 
military occupation of his country. Since then, banditry, 
terrorism, and wars have caused bloodshed in that 
Sudanese region, which immediately became the starting 
point for maneuvers of destabilization against Chad. 


A\-Sadiq al-Mahdi, who is a typical slave trader, has 
always downplayed the value of the inhabitants of the 
Darfur region. To support this assertion, the daily (AL- 
SUDANI) stated that before he became Sudanese prime 
minister, the inhabitants of Darfur had never had prob- 
lems. The Sudanese prime minister and his interior min- 
ister, Al-Fadil, have proved that they are under Libya’s 
influence. Indeed, Al-Fadil, who is in the pay of Libya, 
accompanied the remaining elements of the rebellion 
attempt of | and 2 April 1989 to Tripoli and Sabha. He is 
the one who prepared the practical organization of the 
meeting at which the Libyans proposed to spend a huge 
sum of money to launch the war against the Chadian 
National Armed Forces from Sudanese territory. 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi’s regime, an unpopular one, ignores 
Sudanese public opinion, which is becoming increasingly 
hostile to the presence in Sudan of the Libyan forces. The 
country’s media have also denounced Libyan control 
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over the territory, and the daily [name indistinct] prays: 
May Almighty God sweep away this accursed govern- 
ment. The current tribal wars in the Darfur region are 
the work of Al-Mahdi’s regime and the Libyans, whose 
final objective is to enslave the region’s inhabitants, who 
reject Libyan hegemonism. Actually, the Libyans wanted 
an opening in eastern Chad through which to attack it, 
but thanks to the determination and patrotism of the 
Sudanese and Chadian peoples, this sordid maneuver 
failed. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Tanzanian Foreign Minister Arrives 7 June 
AB0706163289 Paris AFP in French 1132 GMT 
7 Jun 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 7 Jun (AFP)}—Tanzanian Foreign Min- 
ister Benjamin Mkapa, who arrived today in Kinshasa 
for a 3-day visit to Zaire, indicated that he was bearer of 
a personal message from President Ali Hassan Mwinyi to 
his Zairian counterpart, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. The 
contents of the message are not known. 


The minister said that the purpose of his visit was to 
“reinforce cooperation” between the two countries. 
According to observers in Dar es Salaam, Mr Mkapa, 
who has not visited Zaire for a long time, also wis \es to 
obtain information on Zairian Foreign Minister Nguz a 
Karl-I-Bond’s visit from 4 to 5 June to South Africa 
where he met with President Pieter Botha. 


Meets Mobutu 
AB0806 105689 Dakar PANA in English 1045 GMT 
8 Jun 89 


[Text] Gbadolite (Zaire), 8 June (AZAP/PANA)—The 
Tanzanian president, Mr. Ali Hassan Mwinyi is to make 
an official visit to Zaire in August 1989 at the invitation 
of his Zairean counterpart, Field Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 


This was announced on Wednesday in Gbadolite, Mar- 
shal Mobutu’s home town, by the Tanzanian foreign 
minister, Mr. Benjamin Mkapa after an audience with 
the Zairean president. 


Mkapa, who was in Zaire at the invitation of his coun- 
terpart, Mr Nguz A Karl-I-Bond, also confirmed the 
candidature of Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim for the post of 
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secretary general of the Organization of African Unity, 
which is currently occupied b, Mr. Ide Oumarou of 
Niger who is also standing for re-election. 


Mr. Mkapa was accompanied by Mr. Karl-I-Bond when 
he went to see Marshal Mobutu. 


Official Visits Jails To Check Conditions 
AB0906 185889 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] For a long time there has been concern in Zaire 
about conditions in the country’s jails, the treatment of 
prisoners and the holding of detainees for lengthy peri- 
ods without trial. Well, President Mobutu has been busy 
brushing up his human rights image in the past couple of 
years and yesterday his deputy prime minister, Nimy 
Mayidika Ngimbi, visited the jails of Kinshasa to find 
out for himself what conditions were like. From Kin- 
shasa (Bisongo Buyemi) telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Mr Nimy’s visit comes 
just a few weeks after the president of the Judicial Council 
met with senior officers of the civil and military police. 
The various officers have been asked to pay scrupulous 
attention to the laws on permissible periods of detention of 
those arrested. The minister visited in turn the jails of the 
Paramilitary Civil guards, of the headquarters of the 
National Police and the military authorities in Kinshasa. 
The deputy prime minister asked prisoners about the 
reasons for their arrest and was able to check if their 
detention is legal. He was particularly concerned to know 
whether or not they had been tortured or otherwise 
molested. The detainees had many complaints, including 
the fact that many were held illegally. 


In his talks with senior officers of the security forces, Mr 
Nimy expressed concern and demanded that they respect 
the rights of detainees, the correct legal procedure, and 
the proper periods of detention. Nevertheless, no official 
figures were given on just how many people are held in 
the jails Mr Nimy visited. This trial visit focuses atten- 
tion on fears among the general population about the 
growing number of hidden dungeons and associated 
arbitrary arrests and cases of violation of human rights. 
Obviously if such visits tend to be frequent, there is 
bound to be an end to abuses by certain police officers. 
[end recording] 
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Rebel Troops Clash With Loyalists 2 June 
EA1006150589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] In Dekemhare, 40 km south of Asmera, a large 
number of Ethiopian soldiers, who oppose the Dergue 
and supported the coup, exchanged fire with troops sent 
by the Dergue on 2 June to apprehend them. The 
number of those killed or wounded is aot yet known. 
Troops opposed to the Dergue have also blown up the 
administrative office of Akale Quzay Province at Adi 
Keyih. It will be recalled that day before yesterday, the 
pilot of a M....- 23 aircraft, which was allowed to take off 
from Asmera for the first time, flew to the Sudan and 
sought political asylum there. 


Coup Reportedly ‘Not Yet Finished’; Bases Burnt 
LD1006101889 Kuwait KUNA in English 0841 GMT 
10 Jun 89 


[Text] [Place name indistinct] June 10 (KUNA) —The 
Eritrean Liberation Front has [word indistinct] that last 
month’s coup attempt in Ethiopia is not yet finished 
although three weeks have passed since it has occurred. 
A statement released by the Front and received by 
KUNA said that a number of Ethiopian military regi- 
ments who support the coup have burnt last week 
important bases in a barracks near Asmera. The state- 
ment added that some spare parts, military patrols, and 
a clothes storage were burnt in addition to 15 tanks. 


in ‘Dakamhari’ city the pro coup Ethiopian Army ele- 
ments started clashes with anti coup army elements yet 
the number of casualties are not known yet. Meanwhile, 
the Front statement said that [word indistinct] Sudanese 
origin were recruited in the Ethiopian Army by force. 


EPLF Ready To Talk ‘Without Preconditions’ 
AB1006195089 Paris AFP in English 1851 GMT 
10 Jun 89 


[Text] London, June 10 (AFP)}—The Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front (EPLF) issued a statement here Satur- 
day repeating its willingness to undertake peace talks 
with the Ethiopian government, provided they are truly 
without “preconditions.” The communique said an offer 
earlier this week by Ethiopian President Haile Mengistu 
Mariam was rejected Thursday because it spelled out 
“preconditions” that “ruled out discussions on what he 
termed as Ethiopia’s unity.” 


“It must be pointed out that this is the main substantive 
issue of the armed conflict that has pitted Eritrea against 
Ethiopia for the last 28 years,” the statement said. 


President Mengistu told journalists at a press conference 
in Addis Ababa Tuesday that he would hold talks 
“without preconditions” with the Eritrean rebels, but 
then said they could not include any discussion on 
secession of the Red Sea coastal territory. The London 
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statement said the EPLF “‘is indeed ready and has been 
actively working to promote open negotiations without 
preconditions in the presence of a third party.” 


Foreign Minister Briefs Diplomats on Peace Plans 
EA0706135589 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 7 Jun 89 


[Text] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, Workers Party of Ethi- 
opia Central Committee Politburo member and foreign 
minister, yesterday briefed foreign diplomats and repre- 
sentatives of international organizations on the new 
six-point peace plan approved by the first extraordinary 
session of the National Shengo. He said that although it 
is known that the peace and cooperation policy of the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is clear and 
unwavering, the interpretation of it in some parts of the 
world and news media has been negative. 


Comrade Berhanu stressed that Ethiopia's obligation to 
preserve its long-standing unity and sovereignty and 
defend itself against the merciless and offensive war 
being waged against it has been seen as warmongering 
and a desire to resolve issues through war alone, but this 
is completely wrong. The minister said he did not believe 
there was a country more peace-loving than Ethiopia and 
asked the ambassadors, representatives of international 
organizations and all peace-loving people present in the 
country to bear witness to that. Comrade Berhanu said 
that the agreement reached in the government's peace 
efforts with the lowland inhabitants of Eritrea shows to 
what extent Ethiopia is prepared and is seeking to 
resolve its internal problems. 


Explains Talks Offer 
AB0906 193889 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] At the beginning of the week it seemed that a 
major breakthrough was in the offing in the long war in 
Eritrea. On Monday [5 July], the Ethiopian Shengo or 
parliament announced that in the wake of last month's 
coup attempt, the Ethiopian Government was prepared 
to talk to the Eritrean rebels without preconditions. But 
the following day, President Mengistu himself appar- 
ently qualified that by saying there would be no negoti- 
ations about the unity of Ethiopia. Well, Eritrean inde- 
pendence was the first condition of the Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front, the EPLF, and they have given the 
(thumbs) down to the government’s offer. On the line to 
Addis Ababa, Julien Marshal asked Foreign Minister 
Berhanu Bayeh if he could clarify what they meant by 
saying there were no preconditions if they would’\ talk 
about Eritrea’s independence. 


[Begin recording] [Berhanu] By that we mean that we 
will not set any condition to meet, because we don’t want 
to put an obstacle before and to this meeting. But when 
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we say we want to talk without any precondition, it 
doesn’t mean that we are going to negotiate on the 
secession of any part of our territory. Thus we don’t meet 
to negotiate on that. 


{Marshal} Can I just put it to you again? It seems that 
President Mengistu has actually laid down a condition 
or, at least, that’s how the EPLF sees it, by saying that the 
unity of Ethiopia is not negotiable. 


[Berhanu] Yes, that’s not a precondition. That cannot be 
taken as a precondition. 


[Marshal] How would you describe that then? 


(Herhanu] I am describing to you that the solution is to 
be sought within one Ethiopia. Ethiopian entity cannot 
be subject to negotiation. 


[Marshal] How far, in fact, would your government be 
prepared to go? Would your government... 


[Berhanu, interrupting] And that will depend on the 
negotiations. Let’s first meet and put everything on the 
table, and then it is a matter of reaching some agreement 
and understanding on what, where we [word indistinct] 
or where we stopped. 


[Marshal] So you won't discuss secession, but might you, 
perhaps, discuss federation? 


[Berhanu] Well, I can’t say now because... [changes 
thought] Let’s first meet and let's first see what they want, 
and then we will also explain what our wishes are, how we 
want to solve the problem, and then it will be a matter of 
reaching an acceptable agreement on both sides. 


[Marshal] But Minister, with the TPLF [Tigre People’s 
Liberation Front] having rejected this offer out of hand 
and now the EPLF clearly unhappy about what they see 
as preconditions, where do you go from here? Is the offer 
still on the table? 


[Berhanu] Of course. Yes, the offer is on the table until 
they accept it. 


[Marshal] But sir, how are you going to get them to 
accept it, do you think? 


[Berhanu] Well, we hope that, we believe that they will 
come to their senses and they will be practical and they 
are interested in peace. If they reject the proposal out- 
right, this will expose them to the world that they are not 
interested in solving the problem peacefully and politi- 
cally. So far, they have tried to demonstrate that the 
Ethiopian Government is not interested in peace. But 
now the Ethiopian Government has openly declared to 
the whole world that it wants peace and didn’t talk 
without any preconditions, and also it has accepted to 
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hold the discussions in the presence of observers. Now if 
they reject this [words indistinct], we believe, the con- 
demnation of the whole world. 


[Marshal] So, you are saying that you have actually 
moved quite a long way in order to... 


[Berhanu] Yes, a very, very long way. We have moved a 
long, long way to accommodate them. 


[Marshal] But you are still not prepared to discuss the 
central issue, as far as the EPLF’s concerned, which is the 
question of the possibility of a separate state. 


[Berhanu] Would any country negotiate on that? Would 
your country negotiate on secession of any part of yuur 
country? I mean, this is just preposterous. [end recording] 


‘Test’ of Mengistu Report To National Shengo 
EA0706122989 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1728 GMT 5 Jun 89 


(“Full text of the report” given by Ethiopian President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam to the first emergency Shengo 
session on 5 June in Addis Ababa—recorded] 


[Text] Beloved members of the National Shengo: We, the 
representatives of the people of Ethiopia, in whom the 
great responsibility for deliberating upon and deciding 
what is beneficial to the people of Ethiopia in their 
democratic voyage toward development through self- 
administration has been vested, and who are also respon- 
sible for handing over a better Ethiopia to following 
generations, are expected to formulate appropriate strat- 
egies for our development problems. It is known that 
through their joint struggle the broad masses of Ethiopia 
have consolidated victories that have enabled them to 
lay down foundations for development which will enable 
them to change their lives. Above all, the Constitution, 
which was drafted and approved with their participation 
and through which they are administered, shows that 
they have consolidated the guarantee of development, 
unity, and full rights for which they made such sacrifices. 
Our plan to build a new society, around which the 
working people of our country have rallied and for which 
they are struggling today with a genuine sense of patrio- 
tism, is the desire of all the people. It is also true that, due 
to the extremely backward economic level of develop- 
ment from which we started, as well as numerous com- 
plex natural and man-made problems, we have not been 
able to fully satisfy the desires of the working people 
through acceleration of our development. 


Whenever the people have achieved results and strength- 
ened the foundations of their development for a better 
life, Ethiopia’s external and internal enemies have 
stepped up their acts of destruction and prevented us 
from solving our problems. This is a matter we all regret 
and one for which we have to seek solutions. We, the 
members of the National Shengo, which represents all 
the people of Ethiopia and is a manifestation of their 
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sovereignty, have the responsibility and duty of mapping 
out solutions to the problems that are blocking our 
national development and that go against the interests of 
our people and cause our failures. We must also rally in 
front of the people who have elected us and contribute 
twice as much. It is therefore with great pleasure that I 
welcome to this session, which has been convened to 
discuss our country’s current major problem and to pass 
useful resolutions, the deputies who are the executors of 
the people’s will. [applause] 


Dear deputies, the basic objective of this session is to 
deliberate upon and draft an appropriate strategy which 
will bring an end, through strengthened peace efforts, to 
the problem that has been the major obstacle to our 
development, to the fulfillment of the desires of the 
working people, and which has created destruction 
unprecedented in our history, especially in the northern 
part of our country. 


As every deputy realizes, our basic objectives is national 
development and improvement in the standard of living. 
We therefore give priority to finding peaceful solutions 
to our problems. We have not only expressed our will- 
ingness in this regard but have also already been taking 
practical steps. The anticipated results, however, have 
not been fully realized, despite the continuous efforts 
that have been made, based on the desires of our people, 
and bearing in mind the full objective and the current 
international situation, we have found it necessary to 
formulate new and strengthened peace measures. 


Therefore, after various efforts to implement the peace 
call issued by the National Shengo at its first session, and 
the genuine desire to bring about peace emphasized by 
the second session, the president has convened this 
emergency session in accordance with Article 67 of our 
Constitution, in order to create suitable conditions for 
strengthened peace measures. 


Dear deputies, our country and its people have remained 
unified through many centuries of continuous economic 
and social development. This is an historical develop- 
ment beginning with early man who wandered from 
place to place and struggled with nature to satisfy his 
basic requirements not unlike animals, and continuing 
up to the modern civilization of today. In his efforts to 
satisfy his social and economic requirements ancient 
man endeavored to change himself and his environment, 
creating and developing language, culture, knowledge, 
and thinking. The knowledge acquired through man- 
kind’s striving to understand and transform himself and 
his environment has served as a basis for the formation 
and administration of countries, the development of 
languages, the beginnings, organization, integration, and 
development of culture, and as the basis for world 
outlooks. The processes of social and cultural develop- 
ment in the modern world are being studied by histori- 
ans, sociologists, and other professionals and used to 
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increase Our understanding of relations and develop- 
ments between countries and communities at different 
levels. The development of our country and its people is 
no exception to this. 


It a fact that our country’s territorial boundaries were 
once much wider. Over the centuries the development of 
economic and social activities has been expanding and 
strengthening. However, as a result of the pressures 
caused by the development of surrounding countries and 
internal strife, the boundaries began shrinking, and we 
have arrived at the situation we are in today. 


Our country, Ethiopia, has fertile soil that is suitable for 
agriculture. it is endowed with natural fertility and great 
rivers. This has exposed her to years of repeated foreign 
invasions. The geographic situation of our country has 
been the cause of attacks by expansionists, and we have 
had to make great sacrifices to repel these attacks and 
safeguard our borders. Inasmuch as the red sea is a 
bridge linking Asia and Africa, Europe and the Far East, 
the Middle East and Africa, it has been a source of 
pressure on our development and existence, on the 
organization of our social activities and our lives, reflect- 
ing the economic and political interests and corflicts in 
those regions. 


If economic activities are accelerated and strengthened, 
the development of society, its relations and their inter- 
action, continue to be enhanced and strengthened. The 
weakening of economic activities, however, will weaken 
relations and closer integration between the citizens of a 
country. The languages spoken in our country are from 
similar language roots. They indicate our unity and close 
relations and are unique evidence of our historical unity. 
Another reason for the close ties and spirit of unity 
among the Ethiopian people is their religious belief. 
Christianity has contributed to uniting the highlanders 
of the northern part of our country, and where it has 
spread to other parts of the country it has also contrib- 
uted greatly to the people's unity. Islam, which was 
introduced into our country, has also bad a psychological 
impact uniting people in all the areas to which it has 
been spread. 


Christianity and Islam are religions that have fol’owed 
one after another. They are not festricted to certain 
areas, nor identified with particular nationalities. In our 
country the distribution of religion and nationality is 
intermingled. The nationalities, religions and languages 
of our country have coexisted in harmony. At times of 
foreign invasion, the people have all made the necessary 
sacrifices and protected their national unity without 
thought of nationality or religion. At no time in our 
country’s struggle for freedom did a single nationality or 
the followers of one belief confront and defeat invaders. 
In all the battles to safeguard our freedom, all our people 
shared the sacrifices and victories. It cannot be denied, 
however, that although there is historical evidence inat 
religion and language have contributed positively to the 
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unity of our people, they have also at times ‘been used as 
instruments by rulers and foreign forces and have weak- 
ened the peace and coexistence in society. 


Dear deputies, let us remember that as Ethiopia has 
become more civilized, so the unity and development 
process of her people has been strengthened, and rela- 
tions with neighboring countries and the respect they 
accord us have grown. It is also known that most of our 
country’s history has been taken up with Gefending unity 
and sovereignty, since our civilizing process has been 
hindered by internal conflicts and foreign pressures, 
which resulted in the many battles against invaders seen 
in our history. Christianity in Ethiopia, both many 
centuries ago and in later periods, and in particular in 
Axum, Lalibel ani Gonder, has put us among the great 
civilizations of the world, and we are proud of this. Its 
rise and fall is closely related to the situation | have 
mentioned above. 


There are numerous historical facts that indicate that our 
country reached a level of development superior to that 
in other countries in the region. It was comparable, in 
some cases even superior, to civilizations in the rest of 
the world, especially the Middle East. Ethiopia’s rela- 
tions with the civilizations of the Middle East, (?Persia). 
Greece, and the Romans are proof of her historical 
identity. At different times in our centuries-old history, 
the peace of development has increased or slowed down, 
and its capital has moved from place to place. 


Nevertheless, the social and cultural activities have 
never served to alienate, divide, or isolate one section of 
the community from another. The people heroically 
resisted the atiempts of all those who tried to seize our 
country’s wealth and development, defending their 
unity, dignity, sovereignty and independence. This ts an 
Ethiopian characteristic inherited by the p: -sent gener- 
ation. As a result of the destruction and its effects that we 
suffered at the hands of invaders, we were unable to 
promote our ancient and renowned civilization. 


Today, it 1s with great regret that we view our inability to 
utilize our knowledge and energy for development like 
the rest of the developed world, and our regression due 
to the power struggles between feudal rulers. As a result 
of this, invaders seized parts of our country for limited 
periods, plundered and departed, having (?sown the 
seeds of) destruction. While major social and economic 
development activities were under way in the rest of the 
world from the 16th century, our country was unable to 
catch up because it was for so long defending itself 
against invasion and engaged in civil wars, and because 
the ruling class did not promote development. The civil 
war retarded agriculture and trade. Thus, the backward 
feudal system was the main obstacle to development and 
civilization. This system hampered the growth of forces 
of production, commerce, agriculture, artisan skills and 
generally suffocated the social division of labor. 
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It was in the 2d half of the 19th century that several 
commercial centers were established with the help of 
foreign capital, and a modern system of government was 
set up to strengthen central government. This was a 
period in which the central government was strength- 
ened, the feudal system better organized and the com- 
mercial sector expanded. It was a period in which it 
became clear that it was necessary to strengthen the 
Organization and leadership of central government in 
order to eradicate civil war, facilitate agriculture and 
commercial activity and streamiine trade. However, it 
was not easy to create this essential condition, and an 
administrative system that could free the farmers from 
war and create conditions conducive to strengthening 
economic activity was not set up. Our country’s civiliza- 
tion was held back for these and other reasons. 


The relations and (?interaction) between the various com- 
munities were also unable to develop. At this time groups 
originating from various nationalities alternated as rulers. 
In the process the economic power base of each leading 
group became destabilized: groups rose against each other, 
those with superior understanding but inadequate social 
support tried to mobilize, while those with adequate foun- 
dations lacked administrative skill. Thus, it became 
increasingly hard to s.rengthen a central government 
("based) on a national economy as in the resi of the 
developed world. As a result of earlier wars and power 
struggles, and the level of development reached by the rest 
of the world, the citizens of our country were unable to 
guide and contro! the existing economic activity. Hence, 
the beneficiaries of our trade and other spheres of the 
economy were foreign citizens and organizations. We 
therefore «11d not benefit from the struggle that would have 
enabled us to accelerate our development. 


The foreign invaders organized themselves further as a 
result of [word indistinct] from the favorable economic 
situation and made great efforts to bring the Red Sea and 
abay valley areas under iheir control. However, by 
consolidating their united strength, the heroic people of 
Ethiopia succeeded in resisting all those who came to 
destabilize the basis of our unity. 


Dear members of the national Shengo, as | mentioned 
earlier, when a modern system of government was set up, 
the then rulers put forward various proposals to establish 
economic, social and administrative organs able to com- 
ply with it. Criticism pointing to the feudal system as the 
obstacle to progress and civilization has been made since 
the beginning of the 20th century. Some of this focussed 
on the possibility of establishing capitalism in our coun- 
try. As is known, our countrymen engaged in business in 
that period were unable to accumulate the necessary 
capital and the foreign capitalists would not support the 
creation of local competitors, so that the only alternative 
method of organizing the capital necessary for progress 
was to increase the role of the government and partici- 
pation of the citizens. However, the feudal lords did not 
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support the growth of capitalism as in other european 
countries, and they tried to satisfy their needs from 
foreign capitalists, maintaining feudalism as it was. 


In such a situation, our country’s progress was hampered 
and it was unable to defend its territory against invasion 
and pressure by foreign capitalism. at the end of the 19th 
century in particular, when the imperialists began to 
divide developing countries among themselves, they 
made great efforts to colonize ethiopia and divide it 
using various means. When they made repeated attempts 
to invade our country from the Red Sea, the Ethiopian 
people made great sacrifices and managed to preserve 
their territorial integrity and independence from colo- 
nial invaders. However, these repeated incidents and the 
response we had to make to them, meant that economic 
and social activities were slowed down. The aggravation 
of natural problems made it impossible to consolidate 
the victories that we scored in defeating the invasions 
and to build up sufficient capability. Italy seized the 
opportunity and was able to forcibly colonize the north- 
ern part of the country, bringing it under its control and 
calling it eritrea. The Italians further attempted to 
invade other parts of our country and although they were 
defeated at Adwa, we were unable at the time to drive 
them out completely from the part of our country they 
called eritrea. This was due to the pressure from colo- 
nizers in other parts of the country and our inadequate 
internal strength. 


The Italian fascists later again invaded Ethiopia and the 
true Ethiopian patriots resisted the invaders for 5 years, 
fighting from the forests and in the mountains, and 
making great sacrifices. Through the joint struggle of the 
entire Ethiopian people, the Italian invaders and colo- 
nizers were defeated and driven out of Ethiopia, includ- 
ing the northern part of our country, Eritrea. When the 
Italians left, Eritrea was supposed to be reunited with the 
motherland. However, the superpowers said that they 
would study and [word indistinct] the future position of 
colonized countries a they created the situation which 
produced the concept and organization which gave rise 
to our problem and have remained the inain obstacle to 
the unity and peace of our country. 


As is known, during its occupation of Eritrea, Italy gave 
work to its unemployed citizens and drained the wealth 
of our country. The Italians led comfortable lives and 
satisfied their desire for colonial rule. The Ethiopians 
living in Eritrea at that time languished under racist rule 
and administration. The Italians carried out their design 
of creating distrust among us and destabilizing our unity. 
When fascist Italy was forced to withdraw from Eritrea 
as a result of the patriotic struggle of the dear sons of 
Ethiopia, Britain, which replaced her on the basis of the 
UN decision, had economic installations destroyed and 
divided the people into various opposing parties. 


During the Italian occupation of Eritrea, economic 
[word indistinct] were taken for the benefit of Italian 
citizens and our compatriots in the area were exploited 
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at lower wages and denied their human rights. Even 
when these injustices were rectified and Eritrea was 
reunited with the motherland under the federation, and 
later completely integrated, the pressures from anti- 
Ethiopian forces continued. In order to satisfy their 
unwavering interests, they have done everyihing possible 
to create a horrible situation of fratricide in our country 
and are continuing to do so. 


Dear deputies, our revolution took place at a time when 
our country was socially and economically backward, 
our people, the exponents of progress, were suffering and 
weakened under the pressure of foreign capitalists, and, 
in particular, when the problem in the north had reached 
a horrible stage and the country in general was endan- 
gered by other alarming external and internal factors. At 
the outset of the revolution there was no unifying eco- 
nomic (?undertaking) and this situation was reflected in 
the relations among the people. In the past 15 years, 
however, the government has established an integrated 
and unitary economic structure aimed at mdding our 
country of backwardness and improving the living con- 
ditions of the people. 


Activities were carned out aimed at basing social relations 
on equal benefit from national wealth. Great efforts were 
made to put an end to contradictions created by invaders, 
colonizers, and our backwardness. A great struggle was also 
waged to enable the government structure to achieve a 
basis for economic expression. To this end, a structural 
basis is being constructed to safeguard the proper progress 
of the [word indistinct] and society, to create harmony and 
integration, and to enable the people to administer them- 
selves within their areas. Our achievement in drawing up a 
constitution based on democratic discussion with the 
people and approval through their majority vote, and 
hence the establishment of the PDRE [People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Ethiopia], is a great historic accomplish- 
ment by the Ethiopian people. | have already indicated in 
general terms the basis for the situation we have reached 
now. However, it is appropriate to examine tn depth, as we 
had planned, the problem in the north which has been the 
main barrier to the progress and prosperity of our country 
and people, and to draw up firm strategies to achieve 
satisfactory results. 


The detailed history of the problem in the north is clear 
to genuine Ethiopians and in particular to those compa- 
triots who were born, and raised, in the area. Although 
various efforts have been made to instill a negative 
attitude toward our country among the people of the 
world, the truth of our history will not go away. 


As the .orld knows, our success in resisting various 
attacks against cur country, through our united strength, 
and in particular our victories over colonizers, makes us 
exemplary of oppressed peoples. Throughout these suc- 
cesses, of which we are proud, there was never a time 
when the struggie and contribution of our compatriots in 
Eritrea was separable from that of the rest of the Ethio- 


pian people. 
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Before the invasion by the Italian fascists, the participa- 
tion of our compatriots in Eritrea in the struggle against 
other invaders was based on Ethiopian national spirit. In 
the war waged to preserve our independence, our com- 
Patriots in the north (?sacrificed themselves) for the sake 
of the independence of Ethiopia and hoisted the flag of 
their country. This is a reality which cannot be denied 
and is clear to everyone. The history which was inscribed 
in the blood and bones of the Ethiopian people will be 
eternal. It will not go away and will not be resolved 
{words indistinct]. 


Dear members of the National Shengo, as it is known, 
although a number of conditions are necessary in order 
for an acceleration in the progress and prosperity of a 
country to take place, available natural wealth, skilled 
manpower, and management capability have a great part 
to play. 


The most economically developed part of the world, 
Western Europe, took advantage of this situation by 
colonizing backward countnes and was thus able to 
attain their present level of development by exploiting 
(resources). However, through struggle, freedom loving 
people freed themselves from this slavery and asserted 
their mght to determine their own destiny. Hence, the 
colonizers became limited increasingly to their own 
areas. The newly independent nations embarked upon 
the struggle to find solutions to the problems emanating 
from their disrupted social order in line with their 
history, culture and the realities of the time. 


It is believed that whenever problems occur in relations 
between African, Asian, and other communities, the 
political experience of our era can be used to find 
solutions to them. The basic issue, however, is contriving 
the solution to the problem. As long as a situation that 
hinders the long-term interests of the people persists, 
closer relations and respect between peoples will make a 
significant contributinn to economic development It is 
clear that continuous wars and destruction cannot be 
used as a solution to conilicts that occur in Europe, the 
Americas, Africa, and other regions. Today, proposals 
and efforts to bring about peace through peaceful means 
are becoming evident on an unprecedented level. We 
genuinely support a peaceful solution, as this is always a 
preferable sclution. 


In this respect, we have been making efforts to seek a 
political solution to the problem in the north of our 
country, at various times and both at home and abroad. 
The efforts we have made at different times and venues 
since the inception of our revolution are well known. 
However, the desired and expected results have not been 
achieved. 


Dear deputies, though we have not been able to achieve 
the desired results through our previous and continued 
peace efforts, we have found the present international 
situation encouraging in our efforts to find an appropri- 
ate solution to the problem that has bied our country for 
so long. 
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Though we have been obliged to remain in a state of war 
in order to deflect attacks and to defend our naiional 
sovereignty, we have found it extremely necessary to 
take timely steps to reach a peaceful solution. One of our 
major obligations during the past years of revolution was 
the task of defending the sovereignty of our mctherland, 
and this required exreme sacrifice. 


However, the foundations we have laid for the construc- 
tion of a new people's democratic system are a noble 
chapter in history. Everyone can see how much progress 
we would have made in this respect had we not had the 
problem in the north. Everyone can see how much 
development would have taken place in the part of our 
country which has served as an arena of war if it could 
only have benefited from the suitable conditions created 
by the revolution in the same way as other parts of 
Ethiopia [words indistinct]. 


We are extremely saddened by our inability to achieve 
peace and accelerate the development of our country in 
the way we would wish. The problem in the northern 
part of our country has retarded our development and 
has resulted in the loss of thousands of Ethiopian lives. 
Much blood has been shed among brothers. Many of our 
compatriots have been forced to seek refuge in foreigr 
lands and are living miserable lives as second-class 
citizens. This situation is what [word indistinct] saddens 
us most. 


However, in view of all the sacrifices made, it is with 
[words indistinct] that we express our respect and love 
for our revolutionary forces, who have been in the 
forefront of the struggle to carry out the responsibility of 
defending national sovereignty placed upon them by our 
forefathers and heroic compatriots. [applause]. Today, 
we firmly believe that all the people of Ethiopia will be 
satisfied with the results [words indistinct]. It is clear 
that not a single Ethiopian generation has sought [word 
indistinct] over development. Therefore, deputies are 
expected to formulate suitable strategies and to take 
steps through which a peaceful solution can be achieved. 


Dear members of the National Shengo, the efforts we 
have made so far and the events of today serve as 
tangibie proof of the sincerity of our desire for peace. It 
can by seen from the steps taken since the inception of 
our revolution that we have always believed that the 
problem in Eritrea can be solved through popular par- 
ticipation in the movement for change. We have taken a 
number of steps, supported by the people. Today we are 
ready to take further steps toward peace in the interests 
of our people and with the support of our people. There 
is NOW question of the people's desire for peace. This is 
why the people have given their unwavering support to 
the peace efforts so far made. The people's desire has 
been shown by the recent response to the National 
Shengo's peace call, the expression of that desire by the 
Eritrean lowlanders, the positive stand taken by the 
Eritrean highlanders to strengthen the peace effort, the 
talks initiated in Khartoum, last April, with the five 
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factions of the group that calls itself (Jabaha), and the 
general and genuine support given by all the people of 
Ethiopia to che efforts made for a peaceful solution. 


It is in light of this sincere desire and the efforts of the 
people that the necessity for strengthening peace measures 
has today become evident. Implementing measures toward 
this end 1s practical support for genuine democracy. In the 
past our national democratic revolution has executed the 
wishes of the people and [words indistinct] our struggle 
will not waver from this today. We believe sincerely that 
we can solve all our problems peacefully and within our 
democratic system as long as there is the will. 


The problem arises when efforts are made to realize 
desires by force, in defiance of the tenets of the demo- 
cratic system which has been consolidated through the 
sacrifices of the people. I repeat, the problem arises when 
efforts are made to realize desires by force in defiance of 
the tenets of the democratic system which has been 
consolidated through the sacrifices of the people. The 
coup d'etat attempted in May by a few people was an 
action that wae trary to democracy and also one that 


hindered t' ‘ly initiated efforts to peacefully 
solve the ble... in the north, efforts which were 
official ar + ad the support of the people. 


This event showed clearly who stood for what—who 
stood alongside the people and who was being pushed 
(towards hypocritical action). The attempt was made by 
a few mercenaries and traitors who were trying to cause 
bloodshed and another war and create a rift which would 
plunge our country toward destruction. The careful and 
immediate foiling of this attempt by members of our 
revolutionary Armed Forces and genuine citizens has 
clearly pleased all those forces who are concerned for 
Ethiopia and care for its people. [applause] 


On the other hand, all those in certain foreign capitals 
who thought during the initial stages of the attempted 
coup that it would succeed, openly showed their frustra- 
tion when the attempt failed. Leaving a: ide the details of 
the event for the time being, I would like to emphasize 
that we should learn the appropriate lessons frorn this 
event in terms of our objective of building a popular 
democatic system. Overcoming tendencies that threaten 
our positive beginnings in vuilding a popular system, as 
well as strengthening and developing our position of 
weking democratic solutions to our problems, are nec- 
essary foundations for accelerating development. We 
assume that those forces that have tried to implement 
their desires forcibly will be prepared to utilize the 
conditions created. 


Beloved National Shengo members, solving our prob- 
lems, amicably, means saving the lives of the citizens of 
one nation who are battling against one another every 
day; enabling our compatriots who are suffering as 
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second-class citizens in foreign lands to regain their 
human mnghts and their Ethiopian prestige, solving our 
social and economic problems; and accomplishing con- 
structive tasks to rid our country of backwardness, so as 
to improve the standard of living of our people. 


Although our wishes and desires have not been realized. 
I say that we must forge ahead with concerted efforts 
toward this end. According to the State Council resolu- 
tions, the problem of peace, which 1s the major problem 
in Our country, is the principal agenda of this Shengo 
congress. We thus have to assess the problem properly, 
taking into consideration the importance of the issue to 
our national sovereignty and, after openly and exhaus- 
tively discussing the matter, it is expected that we wil! 
map out a new peace initiative (?program). With the 
conviction that our firm stand for peace will receive the 
appropriate response from all those who respect peace. 
we have to undertake this task with care, because there 
are some who might seek to misinterpret 1. 


I sincerely believe that this National Shengo will formu- 
late a strategy that will create the conditions necessary 
for achieving peace in our country, so that our people 
can forge ahead and consolidate the Jignity they deserve. 
by assessing and understanding the peace efforts, the 
results achieved. the problems encountered, the interna- 
uonal situation, and historical and political develop- 
ments. Ethiopia first. Thank you. [applause] 


Ambassador To Italy Reportedly ‘Missing’ 
AU0806095889 Rome ANSA in English 0811 GMT 
8 Jun 89 


[Text] (ANSA}—Rome [dateline as seceived]}—The 
whereabouts of Tesfaye Abdi, the Ethiopian ambassador 
to Rome who went missing three days ago. are still 
unknown, Italy Foreign Ministry sources said Wednes- 
day [7 June}. 


Referring to enquiries made in Addis Ababa by the 
Italian Embassy there, the ministry sources said tat te 
Ethiopian Government could shed no light on the dis- 
appearance of Abdi. 


In a telephone conversation with a member of the 
ethiopian Embassy staff in Rome, ANSA learrt that the 
ambassador had left the capital some days ago and was 
believed to have returned io Addis Ababa for a meeting. 
“We are waiting for a realy from our government,” the 
embassy employee said. “Until then we can make no 
comment.” 


Sources from Eritrean separatist movements sai ty 
were expecting Aisi to reappear in another country 
requesting political asylum, and porated out that other 
representatives to European nations of the military gov- 
ernment of Mengistu Haile Mariam had taken the same 
step in the past. 
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Police Disperse Anti-Emergency Protestors 
MB0906121889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1243 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] Johannesburg June 8 SAPA—Police dispersed a 
crowd that gathered in central Johannesburg today after 
a public meeting held to protest against the possible 
reimposition of the state of emergency. 


The crowd of about 40 people began singing and dancing 
in an arcade outside the Central Methodist Church in 
Pritchard Street when police arrived in a vehicle and 
ordered them to disperse. The crowd fled before police 
took any action. Three people including a press photog- 
rapher, whose film was confiscated, were arrested. 


During the meeting, the organisers requested that the 
crowd of several hundred people should leave quietly 
after the meeting otherwise the Methodist Church would 
not grant them use of the venue for further meetings. 


There was singing and chanting throughout the meeting 
which was addressed by four speakers, Mr Murphy 
Morobe of ‘he UDF [United Democratic Front], Mr 
Harvey Tyson, editor of THE STAR, Mr Murray Hofm- 
eyer of JCI [Johannesburg Consolidated Investments] 
and Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa. 


Mr Morobe said the emergency had had the opposite 
effect to what the government had planned. Instead of 
dividing people it had brought the great South Africa 
people closer together. 


After three years under the emergency the people had 
survived, but the government was now facing a greater 
crisis than ever before. Change was taking place in the 
country and the ANC [African National Congress] could 
make a significant contribution to this process. 


He said the guidelines laid down by the ANC for a future 
South Africa were the ones the people favoured and 
would support. The international community should 
take note that while the people of South Africa appreci- 
ated the support from abroad, the people of South Africa 
were committed to bringing about a system they pre- 
ferred and not one “‘a la London or a la Washington.” 


Commentary on State of Emergency’s Effectiveness 
MB1206053689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 12 Jun 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The decision to renew South Africa’s state of 
emergency for another year came as no surprise. With 
crucial negotiating initiatives underway in the country, 
this was no time to remove the security umbrella that has 
been so successful in countering the ravages of revolu- 
tionary unrest. 
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At the same time, it is unfortunate that the situation is 
not yet viewed by the authorities as being sufficiently 
stable to allow at least a relaxation of some of the tight 
security measures. Evidently the potential for violent 
disruption of major political developments in the 
months ahead weighed heavily in the final decision. 


Few people would still dispute that the state of emer- 
gency has made an immense contribution to the task of 
protecting the lives and property of ordinary people, 
particularly in the black urban areas, against radical 
violence. When it was first introduced, the level of 
unrest-related incidents declined by 80 percent, and of 
deaths by 95 percent, within months, and the situation 
has continued to improve gradually since then. 


It is also clear, however, that underground revolutionary 
forces have by no means been neutralized yet. It was 
reported recently that the level of terrorist incidents in 
the country during the 6 months to April had actually 
been higher then in the period last year. That an unusu- 
ally high proportion of these terrorist incidents were 
aimed against public representatives and public servants 
underscores a further concern in the present situation. 


It is clear by now that an important strategy in the 
revolutionary offensive is the use of violent intimidation 
to undermine any moves to expand democracy through 
the establishment of representative institutions. Hence, 
it was the ANC’s [African National Congress] declared 
goal last year to subvert the holding of municipal elec- 
tions, a tactic that resulted in an upsurge of terrorist 
violence during that time. 


There is evidence, confirmed by broadcasts on Radio 
Freedom, that similar action is being planned for the 
general election in September. 


Equally important is the fact that, just recently, efforts to 
start negotiations on constitutional reform among mod- 
erate leaders of all groups have broken new ground. 
Prospects for establishing a national negotiating forum, 
and achieving solid progress in this last and greatest 
constitutional challenge facing South Africa, are more 
promising than at any time in the past. But it would be 
naive not to recognize that the growing mood of national 
reconciliation is still a fragile creation which could be 
destroyed if radical violence were allowed once again to 
get out of hand. 


For the present, the state of emergency is needed not 
merely to supress unrest but to protect and nurture the 
growth of democratic practices and institutions in South 
Africa. It is certainly necessary that the authorities 
should constantly monitor the national situation, so that 
when the need for any particular security measure falls 
away it may be abandoned without unnecessary delay. 
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At the same time it must be stated that the emergency 
measures themselves are such that ordinary South Afri- 
cans, in their daily lives, are hardly aware of their 
existence. 


The state of emergency is an extraordinary action 
designed to deal with an exceptional threat to public 
security. It must be maintained as long as, but only as 
long as, the threat cannot be adequately countered 
through the normal legal channels. 


Reaction to State of Emergency’s Renewal 


Information Minister on Measure 
MB0906 183089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1810 GMT 9 Jun 89 


{Interview with Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, minister of 
information, broadcasting, and the film industry, on the 
“Network” program, by correspondent Clarence Keyter; 
date, place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Keyter] Good evening, Doctor, and welcome to 
“‘Network’s” studio. Would it be wrong to assume that 
SACP [South African Communist Party] and ANC [Afri- 
can National Congress] threats to the election, as noted 
on 8 June by the assistant police commissioner, are the 
only reasons that the state of emergency was reimposed? 


[Van der Merwe] No. Those certainly help, indirectly, 
but those are not the main reasons. The main reason is 
that the government has a duty to ordinary citizens, to 
the people of all colors, to guarantee their lives and 
property. It is true that whenever there is an election... 
[changes thought] We know from past experience that 
the revolutionaries will make a special effort, so one has 
to be especially ready. 


[Keyter] Could one not then argue that a state of emer- 
gency—now in its 4th year—has almost become the 
norm of government? 


[Van der Merwe] No, certainly not. The government has 
not accepted that we'll forever be in a state of emergency. 
We would like to lift the state of emergency as soon as 
possible, but one cannot do this at the cost of human 
lives. 


{[Keyter] But how do you explain the reimposition of the 
state of emergency, especially to foreigners, meaning the 
foreigners who stood by South Africa in, let us say, these 
dark days? How do you justify this in terms of disinvest- 
ment and sanctions? These are the people who recently 
asked and insisted that the state of emergency be lifted. 


[Van der Merwe] I am certain that investors and the 
people who have interests in South Africa prefer the state 
of emergency to watching the country collapse in chaos. 
No one wishes for either possibility; one wants order 
without a state of emergency, and we’ll get to that. If the 
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alternative is litting the state of emergency for the sake of 
lifting it, thus resulting in the chaos and disorder we had 
at one stage, then it is clear that we have to choose the 
emergency regulations. 


{[Keyter] Doctor, some people argue that, despite what 
you have just said, South Africa will remain in a state of 
emerger.-y for an indefinite period. 


[Van der Merwe] It is true that any country that goes 
through a process of reform experiences a measure of 
instability and that these special regulations sometimes 
become necessary. You know, the ordinary laws of the 
land are based on the premise that people keep within a 
given set of rules, and these rules say, inter alia, that 
violence not be used for political purposes. If people do 
not follow the normal laws, then the state cannot follow 
the normal laws; and as long as that situation continues, 
we have to take special measures. 


{[Keyter] I want to ask again what I asked on a previous 
occasion concerning expectations that the state of emer- 
gency would not again be reimposed, which is something 
that you refuted after the media took it up. Is the 
government not to blame for these expectations? After 
all, it said it is considering not reimposing the state of 
emergency. This has left a bit of a bad taste. 


[Van der Merwe} No, I think the government did its 
exact duty. It is required, by law and by reason, to 
constantly reconsider whether it is necessary to maintain 
the state of emergency by reimposing it when it expires. 
The law requires that this must be reviewed, and that is 
all I said at that stage. I said the government is consid- 
ering things the way it is supposed to. 


{[Keyter] Doctor, we have to finish up now. Maybe after 
the election you will consider it again. 


[Van der Merwe] As the state president said, and I fully 
agree, the government is almost constantly considering 
it, and, of course, after the election it will be reconsid- 
ered again. 


{Keyter] Dr van der Merwe, thank you very much for 
your willingness to talk to us. 


{Van der Merwe] Thank you. 


Finance Minister Supports Renewal 
MB0906 114489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1112 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Pretoria June 9 SAPA—The reimposition of the 
state of emergency was necessary to prevent those seek- 
ing to sow chaos and disorder in the South African 
economy from succeeding in their aims, the minister of 
finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, said today. 
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In a statement, he said economic growth was not only 
needed in South Africa for material progress, but also to 
support the constitutional negotiating process. 


“Those seeking to realise their political aims through 
revolution and violence clearly have an interest in wreck- 
ing both our economy and our search for peaceful 
solutions; and we can thus expect that they will use every 
possibility, especially in an election year, to achieve 
these aims.” 


Mr du Plessis said a South Africa without a state of 
emergency, but with peace and order would obviously 
strongly boost both domestic and international business 
confidence, as well as investment and growth. 


“The eventual lifting of the state of emergency must 
therefore be the wish and aim of every reasonable 
person; but until we are certain that this ideal state of 
affairs is both attainable and sustainable, our best option 
remains one of caution through an extended state of 
emergency.” 


Police Official on Causes 
MB0806203989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2018 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[text] Cape Town June 8 SAPA—Indications that the 
September general elections would be the target of ter- 
rorist actions was one of the main reasons the state of 
emergency had to be re-imposed, the senior deputy 
commissioner of the South African Police [SAP], Gen 
Johan van der Merwe, said here tonight. 


At a press briefing to amplify the announcement by the 
state president, Mr P.W. Botha, tonight of the re-impo- 
sition of the state of emergency, he said the African 
National Congress [ANC] and South African Commu- 
nist Party [SACP] wanted the emergency lifted to re- 
establish the ground they had lost. 


They had admitted that ground had been lost due to SAP 
action and desperately wanted to regain it, Gen van der 
Merwe said. 


This was why they had agitated so furiously to have it 
lifted. Election meetings were ideal opportunities for 
mass violence demonstrations and this, above all, had to 
be prevented. 


There were already indications in black schools and 
health service centres, two of the main targets of the 
ANC to propagate their ideology, that plans for mass 
violence had been laid ready to implement should the 
emergency be lifted. 


The organization had made it clear in broadcasts on 
radio freedom and statements by Mr Thabo Mbeki that 
the elections were a prime target for urban terrorism, 
Gen van der Merwe said. 
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“We know the ANC/SACP are busy with certain plan- 
ning. We expect an increase in terrorism in this election 
period.” 


The organisations had lost ground in South Africa and 
were going to make a desperate effort to get their agents 
into the country from bases in Angola, Tanzania and 
other countries to implement these plans. 


Asked how the emergency would affect the 32 restricted 
organisations, he said they would be served with new 
restriction orders subject to the same conditions. 


About 500 individuals were subject to restriction orders 
and certain conditions, and they, too would be served with 
new orders from tomorrow (Friday) [9 June] morning. 


Gen van der Merwe said the police were as anxious as 
anyone else to have the emergency lifted. However, 
should violence break out, the bonds of trust that had 
slowly been forged in the past year would be lost. The 
SAP were determined not to have these relationships 
damaged again. 


DP Spokesman Comments 
MB0906 164489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] The Democratic Party [DP] spokesman on law 
and order, Mr Tiaan van der Merwe, says that the 
government is causing South Africa to be in a permanent 
state of emergency by its refusal to search for real 
political solutions. Reacting to the announcement that 
the state of emergency has been extended by a year, Mr 
van der Merwe said that the revolutionary climate that 
necessitated the emergency regulations could continue as 
long as real political solutions were not found. He said 
that ihe revolutionary climate was being worsened by the 
government’s making statements that black people had 
to be accomodated politically and that the current polit- 
ical dispensation had to be changed, without doing 
anything significant to bring this about. 


Buthelezi Condemns Emergency 
MB0906 153689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1508 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Ulundi June 9 SAPA—The South African Govern- 
ment’s re-imposition of the state of emergency “‘is a tragic 
indication of the abnormality of our society”, Kwazulu 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi said today. 


Apartheid has failed and the only way in which it can to 
some extent be kept intact is under the extraordinary 
circumstances created by a state of emergency, he said. 


“It is so terribly tragic that there is too much fear to place 
open reliance on the principles of democracy”. 


Chief Buthelezi said whites need to know that if anything 
can save the country, it is democracy. 
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‘Real negotiation between white and black leaders will 
not get off the ground while political leaders remain in 
jail and others are under a constant threat of detention. 


“Detention without trial is totally destructive for a 
climate of negotiation”. 


Chief Buthelezi further said that unless the emergency is 
lifted, there is no way of destroying the foundations on 
which sporadic violence can turn into sustained violence. 


Referring to the forthcoming general election, he said: 
“The new leadership of the National Party [NP] must 
move away from the circumstances in which the govern- 
ment of the day relies on states of emergency”. 


The NP must seek a mandate from the people under 
which a new style NP leadership can negotiate its way 
into the future, Chief Buthelezi said. 


UDF Urges Measure’s Repeal 
MB0906 103289 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Jun 89 p 2 


[By Jo-Anne Collinge} 


[Text] President Botha’s stance on reimposing the state 
of emergency would signal to the world precisely how 
prepared he was to engage in negotiations with represen- 
tatives of the majority of South Africans, Mr Murphy 
Morobe, acting publicity secretary of the United Demo- 
cratic Front [UDF] said yesterday. 


He was addressing a crowd of about 400 who packed the 
Central Methodist Church hall in Johannesburg to show 
opposition to continued emergency rule. 


Mr Morobe stressed that mass organisations had never 
rejected negotiation—and they were not opposed to it 
now. But he added: ““We are not going to let the issue of 
negotiation derail us from the main issue of political 
power.” 


He said that in the international community there was 
“massive manoeuvring” on the question of change and 
negotiation in South Africa. The positive contribution of 
foreign governments was appreciated, he said. ‘“‘But we, 
as a people, would always want to be in the driving seat 
of change.” 


Mr Morobe said the people had survived more than 
three years of emergency rule—but the same period had 
seen the Government pitched into greater crisis. 


He urged all those committed to a just South Africa to 
continue to put pressure on the authorities. ““Talking 
about negotiation does not mean you must fold your 
arms and wait for F.W. (de Klerk) to open the door.” 
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Mr Harvey Tyson, editor-in-chief of THE STAR, spoke 
of fear as the real enemy in South Africa. He said the 
public was told, in fear, that the state of emergency had 
to continue because rioting, bombing and violence was 
the likely consequence of its being lifted. 


He added that if it were true that an end to the state of 
emergency would mean bloodshed then this spelt a clear 
failure of government. 


While even the most just of administrations might 
temporarily need to resort to emergency rule, use of such 
powers in excess of three months suggested failure and 
“any emergency lasting not three months but three years 
is total failure.” 


Johannesburg Consolidated Investments chairman Mr 
Murray Hofmeyer stressed that the demand being made 
of the Government was not merely that it lift the state of 
emergency—but that this measure should be accompa- 
nied by a number of actions “‘as evidence of the author- 
ities’ good intent.” 


These included the release of political prisoners, the 
enactment of a Bill of Rights and a commitment to 
negotiate a future government on the basis of the prin- 
ciples of non-racial democracy. 


Similar demands were set by Father Smangaliso Mkhat- 
shwa of the Institute for Contextual Theology who added 
the demilitarisation of the townships, the unbanning of 
organisations and the return of exiles to the list. 


The lively crowd left the hall to the singing of freedom 
songs. As they surged into the pedestrian mall, they were 
confronted by the presence of riot police. 


It appeared that something was thrown at a police 
vehicle. One man was subsequently arrested and Norwe- 
gian journalist Pol Christensen briefly detained. 


People outside the hall were warned to disperse, which 
they did. A Witwatersrand Police spokesman confirmed 
the arrest and stated it arose from the stoning of a police 
vehicle. He said film had also been seized. 


Mineworkers Criticize Extension 
MB0906111589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1107 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Johannesburg June 9 SAPA—The re-imposition 
of the state of emergency is a clear indication the 
government is committed to the use of force to suppress 
the democratic rights of the majority of South Africans, 
the National Union of Mineworkers says. 


In a statement issued in Johannesburg today, the union 
said four years of militant dictatorship under the cover 
of the state of emergency was a “confirmation of our 
belief that the government’s so-called reform is nothing 
but part of its total strategy to maintain apartheid”. 
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F.W. de Klerk Affirms NP’s Election Confidence 
MB0906 165989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1640 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Johannesburg June 9 SAPA—The National Party 
[NP] is heading with confidence towards the general 
elections, despite what is happening on a municipal 
level, Mr F.W. de Klerk, leader of the Nationa! Party 
said in a statement today. 


Speaking on the results of the Linden by-election, Mr de 
Klerk said it had naturally been a disappointment to the 
NP. 


He said recent happenings in and around the caucus of 
the National Party in Johannesburg were an important 
contributing factor to the Democratic Party’s [DP] vic- 
tory in Linden. 


“I have no doubt that by 6 September the picture will 
look completely different. The DP will then be tested 
against its inability to bring one leader forward who can 
bind the party to unambiguous points of view about 
issues of crucial importance,” he said in the statement. 


In view of the effective protection of the rights of whites 
and other minority group, he said, the DP leadership had 
fatal flaws. 


“the same applies to the protection of land and the 
maintenance of law and order,” he said. 


He said all the reasons for which the voting public had 
rejected the old PFP [Progressive Federal Party] were 
also applicable to the DP. 


“Therefore I believe that the present euphoria of the DP 
will be shattered on 6 September,” he said. 


Wynand Malan Criticizes NP, Notes ‘Crisis’ 
MB0206174089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1558 GMT 2 Jun 89 


[Text] Tzaneen, June 2, SAPA—Appeais were increas- 
ingly being made to supporters of the Democratic Party 
[DP] by representatives of the ruling National Party 
[NP] to vote for the NP and keep the CP [Conservative 
Party] from gaining further votes, the co-leader of the 
DP, Wynand Malan, said here tonight. 


Addressing a public meeting, he said the NP was thus 
presented as the “lesser of two evils.” 


“I do not wish to go into this except to say that South 
Africa is facing a crisis—and when you are in a Crisis 
situation there is only one safe harbour and that is the 
truth. 
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“The crisis in which this country finds itself is a crisis 
into which the NP has plunged it. We are caught up in 
pressure from various sources. Our country and its 
people are being threatened internally with violence, and 
externally we are being threatened by the world. 


“Year after year we are becoming poorer. Our ordinary 
civilian and human rights are declining year by year. We 
are not allowed to know what is going on in our country. 


“All that is growing is inflation, taxation and corruption, 
and not even on an annual basis. Taxation and inflation 
reach new highs almost monthly and we hear almost 
daily of more corruption.” 


Mr Malan said what the NP representatives were actu- 
ally asking voters was to choose between a heart attack or 
cancer. 


“I am asking you to vote for health and for the DP.” 


He said the CP could in any case not become the 
government of the country. It would appear from the 
party’s own propaganda that they were hoping for a 
so-called “hung Parliament,” and even the most optimis- 
tic political analyses indicated that the party did not 
have the slightest chance of taking over the government. 


CP Strategy on Regional Councils in ‘Disarray’ 
MB0806 105489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1040 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, June 8, SAPA—The Conservative 
Party’s [CP] plans to render the regional services councils 
[RSC] unworkable are already in disarray, even though the 
party controls ten out of the 12 Transvaal RSC’s. 


This emerges from research released today by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations. 


In QUARTERLY COUNTDOWN, the institute’s regu- 
lar monitor of political developments, author Mr Shaun 
Mackay says it appears that CP councils are not setting 
out to obstruct the operation of RSC’s because they 
realise that these bodies control resources which can be 
used in white towns. 


The other legs of the CP strategy—preventing the elec- 
tion of multiracial executive committees and blocking 
funds to black areas—may be more difficult to achieve 
than the CP anticipated. 


Prior to last October’s elections it had become normal 
practice on RSC’s to elect multi-racial executives, and 
COUNTDOWN points out that the CP can only undo 
this practice on councils where CP local authorities hold 
more than two thirds of the vote. This means only in four 
out of ten RSC’s. 


FBIS-AFR-89-111 
12 June 1989 


Thus on the West Rand, for example, where CP councils 
control as much as 56 percent of the vote, they have no 
choice but to work with a multiracial executive. 


Seven out of the 12 Transvaal RSC’s have multiracial 
executives and the CP will have to work with these for 
the next four years. 


While CP RSC’s might well seek to vote all or most RSC 
funds to white areas, black local authorities do have 
recourse against these decisions, COUNTDOWN notes. 


Pik Botha Comments on PRC Riots, Communism 
MB0806 155789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1538 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] Pretoria June 8 SAPA—What was clearly emerg- 
ing from the “senseless killing’ of Chinese citizens in the 
People Republic of China was that communism as a 
political system was dying, South African Foreign Min- 
ister Mr R.F. “Pik” Botha said in a statement today. 


“These events bear testimony to the resistance that 
builds up within such an authoritarian system. The 
turmoil in Beijing (Peking) within the past few days 
stands out in sharp contrast to the progress, stability and 
economic strength enjoyed by the Chinese people of the 
Republic of China,” said Mr Botha. 


Tour Group in China ‘Safe,’ To Leave PRC 
MB0806 155389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1545 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] Johannesburg June 8 SAPA—Contact has been 
made with 24 South Africans touring China who are 
expected to fly home within a few days. A Cape Town 
travel agent said the group was in the northwest of the 
country and was scheduled to fly to Canton in the south 
before leaving. He said reports of snarl-ups, caused by 
tourists clamouring to leave, came from the Peking area. 
There would be no difficulty leaving Canton. 


A telex received via Bangkok today said the group was 
safe and in the hands of a capable Chinese tour guide. 


Communication has been broken since 6 June. It was 
initially thought the group, all over the age of 45, were en 
route by train to central China. 


Most of the members are residents of Cape Town, but 
some are from Johannesburg and other parts of South 
Africa. 
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Commentary Claims Communism ‘Under Siege’ 
MB0706054089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 7 Jun 89 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The political and economic system of commu- 
nism is under siege, and the attack is being mounted 
from within communist countries themselves. Fueled by 
disenchantment with the harsh realities of communist 
doctrine, democratization movements are gaining 
strength in one communist country after another. 


In the Soviet Union, popular protest found a rallying point 
in Boris Yeltsin, a reformer who gained a stunning elec- 
toral victory in March. In Poland, the rallying point has 
been Lech Walesa, whose Solidarity movement scored an 
even more stunning victory at the polls this week. 


In China, it was the death of reformist leader Hu 
Yaobang that first brought the students into Tiananmen 
Square to start a protest that led to the carnage in 
Beijung that has shocked the world. China has gone 
through a decade of economic reforms that have had 
more content than those of the Soviet Union. At the 
same time, there has been greater openness to the outside 
world on the part of a government that is the most liberal 
in 4 decades of communist rule. 


But both the economic and political systems in China 
have remained molded in communist authoritarianism. 
For example, although many commodities are now sold 
on the free market, there is still a state planning com- 
mission and provincial commission that control the 
output and price of certain goods. Corruption and nep- 
otism, facilitated by the dictatorial nature of the com- 
munist system, are widespread. And although the eco- 
nomic liberation measures have seen the gross national 
product per capita double in the past 8 years as well as 
substantial industrial growth and a surge in foreign 
investment, inflation is running at more than 30 percent 
a year, unemployment is soaring, and the gap between 
the rich and the poor is growing wider. 


In the political arena, the ruthless leadership struggle and 
the even more ruthless armed action against the students 
in Tiananmen Square emphasize that the communist 
system is forged in the brutal oppression of unrelenting 
dictatorship. The turmoil in China is a reflection of the 
manifest economic failures of socialism, and of the 
political bankruptcy of communism. 


Striking parallels are to be found in some Eastern Euro- 
pean countries such as Hungary, as we outlined in 
comment yesterday. That is not to say that communism, 
as a state policy, is approaching the end of the road in 
China, or the Soviet Union, or elsewhere. But popular 
protest is putting increasing pressures on communist 
rulers to intensify economic liberation and political 
democratization. In that sense, communism is crum- 
bling. 
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The course that history is taking in the Soviet Union, 
Poland, Hungary, and China holds a salient lesson for 
Africa: Socialism, whether labeled scientific or African 
socialism, has been comprehensively discredited. Africa's 
road to economic well-being and political equanimity lies 
in free enterprise and a democratic dispensation that offers 
a fair and equitable deal for all. 


9 Jun Press Review of Current Problems, Issues 
MB0906115189 


{Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Criticism of DP Majority Rule Policy—Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 9 June comments on the 
Democratic Party (DP) Linden municipal by-election 
victory, saying “that some have switched their allegiance 
to the DP is significant, since it means they are disen- 
chanted with the NP [National Party].” But “a single 
municipal ward is not an indicator of what will happen 
in a national election.”” THE CITIZEN points out the DP 
“is still a three-headed party and it has still to spell out its 
policy. But from its principles, nobody can doubt that it 
would bring about one man, one vote Black majority rule 
if it had the chance.” 


THE STAR 


Government ‘Inaction’ Crisis—The Democratic Party 
[DP] victory in the Linden by-election “raises expecta- 
tions that the new Democratic Party alignment really can 
make a breakthrough to verligte [enlightened] National- 
ist voters,” says a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 9 June. “Even the more hopeful tone 
Mr F.W. de Klerk is giving to Nationalist intentions 
cannot make any headway while the emergency regula- 
tions remain in force and black leaders remain detained. 
The truth is the Government has worked itself into a 
crisis of inaction. It can extricate itself only if it chooses 
decisively to implement bold reforms towards an open 
society—a choice that must inevitably send a shudder of 
disunity through Nationalist ranks. Every step taken 
towards reform loses votes to the Conservative Party. 
Every failure to make its reforms convincing loses votes 
to the DP. Without momentum in any direction, it is in 
danger of sinking.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Reformist Tide’ in White Politics—‘“The Democratic 
Party’s solid election victory in Linden will add convic- 
tion to the party’s claim that a new reformist tide is 
running in white politics, and that the National Party is 
as vulnerable on its left flank as on its right,” states a 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 9 June. The editorial notes the “willingness of 
Afrikaans voters to add their strength to the moderate 
opposition. The remaining question is how far Afrikaner 
disaffection extends—whether, in particular, the tide 
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runs strongly enough to win constituencies like Waterk- 
loof and Stellenbosch—but the answer to thai question 
awaits the general election in September.” 


Namibian Boycotts Not RSA Concern—A second edito- 
rial on the same page comments on the widespread 
Ovambo schools boycott in support of a demand to 
remove ail former Koevoet, police counterinsurgency 
unit, members from the police. “‘The issue, insofar as it 
is not sinisterly conceived as a means of weakening 
police control in advance of the election, is contrived as 
a method of political mobilisation.” “For South Africa, 
it is a matter of indifference. So long as the behaviour of 
the population is not unlawful, the methods by which 
they select their own future do not matter to their 
neighbours. If SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] wins the election, that is Namibia’s 
funeral; if SWAPO does not win, it will be for Namibians 
to deal with the consequences.” 


SOWETAN 


Blacks ‘Unhappy’ Election Spectators—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 9 June says in its page 6 
editorial: “The uncertainty about this country’s future is 
exacerbated by the number of elections we always seem 
to be having. The problem is we blacks have to look on 
as silent, and perhaps unhappy spectators, as serious 
matters are being decided about our country and our 
lives.” “It is likely that the National Party will be strong 
enough to hold onto power after the elections. It is a 
moot point if the DP [Democratic Party] will be able to 
unseat the Conservative Party from its position as the 
Opposition. It is even more unlikely that the DP, a new 
creation of some genuinely sincere people will ever win 
the election and govern this country.” 


CAPE TIMES 


‘Disappointment’ Over Slabbert Candidacy Refusal—An- 
thony Johnson writes in his “Midweek Politics” column 
on page 6 of Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 7 
June that “the failure of the Democratic Party to lure Dr 
Van Zyl Slabbert back into parliamentary politics has 
come as a bitter disappointment to many in the new 
party.” But his decision to continue instead with extra- 
parliamentary affairs represents “‘an even graver disap- 
pointment for the security establishment.” “The security 
establishment is particularly upset by the way IDASA 
[Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South Africa] 
has targeted leading young Afrikaners and opinion lead- 
ers for mind-expanding tours and seminars both at home 
and abroad. These highly popular eye-opening excur- 
sions are particularly frowned upon because they appear 
to render participants less susceptible to government 
propaganda and Afrikaner Nationalist dogma.” 
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DIE BURGER 


‘Lessons’ of Communism Crisis—In a page 14 editorial 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 7 June warns 
that “in the modern world freedom is regarded as a right 
by those who are politically aware, and where people are 
not free, they demand it at a greater rate.” “The chaos in 
the communist world, which is going through the biggest 
crisis in its history, is an indication of the unstoppable 
desire for personal freedom.” For South Africans this 
crisis has two lessons: “In handling racial relations it 
must be realized that the desire for freedom is inextin- 
guishable, and that human rights cannot be withheld 
indefinitely.” ““At the same time the collapse of commu- 
nism should make revolutionaries realize that their insis- 
tence on socialism will have disastrous consequences.” 


Editorial Welcomes Zairean Minister Visit—In a second 
editorial on the same page, DIE BURGER notes that “a 
new realism has emerged with the Zairean Minister 
Karl-i-Bond Nuguza’s visit to South Africa this week.” 
“Hopefully Mr Nguza’s views are an indication, in South 
Africa and Africa as a whole, that the Republic can be a 
valuable friend.”’ Nguza says that the time has come for 
talks with South Africa rather than further isolating it. 
Mr Nguza’s visit and statements have set an example for 
other African states that frequently criticize South Africa 
internationally, but trade secretly with it.“ "If the 
Zairean minister's visit represents a turning point, South 
Africa and Africa can look forward to a better future.“ 


BEELD 


‘Responsibility’ of SWAPO, Namibians Viewed—The 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 8 June says in a 
page 8 editorial: ““Thanks to the amnesty which has been 
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announced in Namibia, South-West African People’s 
Congress (SWAPO) members can now return to the 
territory from abroad. Discriminatory and restrictive 
legislation is also being repealed, and as a result it is even 
possible for the African National Congress, Pan-Afri- 
canist Congress, and the Communist Party to open 
offices in Windhoek.” “The path of negotiation has been 
chosen for Namibia.” ““The world and South Africa will 
be taking careful note of the manner in which the people 
of Namibia deal with their independence. If it is charac- 
terized by violence and intimidation, it is certain that 
South Africa will be extremely unwilling to extend polit- 
icai rights to people who show no respect for democratic 
values. The freedom granted to the SWAPO exiles places 
a great responsibility upon them. They must prove that 
they deserve that freedom.” 


Editorial on Reaction to PRC Situation—A second edi- 
torial on the same page states: “Just like the United 
States, the 12-member states of the EC have sharply 
condemned the human slaughter in China. Even British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, in a fiery address, 
said that normal relations with the Chinese regime 
cannot continue. These outbursts of moral indignation 
against the communist regime is the very least that can 
be expected from the world’s major democracies. And 
perhaps the very most. After all, is Britain, or even the 
United States, really ready or in a position to do any- 
thing more?” “While China has been bleeding internally 
since the weekend, not a single attempt has been made to 
summon the Security Council. But just let South Africa 
growl at a neighbor... The deciding factor is thus the 
muscle of the opponent being challenged—not high- 
sounding convictions and principles.” 
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Angola 


Logistics of Namibian Refugees’ Return Noted 
MB0906 134489 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Excerpt] The repatriation of Namibian refugees from 
Angola will begin on 12 June. 


A total of 40,000 refugees will leave from 2 departure 
points, ir Luanda and Lubango, in an operation sched- 
uled to last 6 weeks. 


Refugees living in Cuanza Sul are being taken by truck to 
Luanda, where they will spend a few days at the Viana 
transit camp before leaving for Namibia. A total of 500 
Namibians will leave Luanda and Lubango daily, with 
the number increasing to 1,000 a few days after that. A 
total of 1,200 refugees will leave Angola every day in the 
last 2 weeks of the operation. 


All Namibian refugees living in Angola who wish to return 
to Namibia will be sent to Windhoek, Grootfontein, and 
Ondangva over a 6-week period. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique 


* Guebuza on Progress of Nacala, Beira Corridors 
34420100b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
1] May 89 p8 


[Article by Daniel Cuambe] 


[Text] Yesterday Transport and Communications Minis- 
ter Armando Guebuza ascribed greater importance to the 
need to strengthen the administration of projects being 
carried out in his sector. In this connection, he stated that 
the respective authorities would welcome greater involve- 
ment on the part of Mozambique’s business people and 
others in undertakings already completed. Guebuza made 
these statements to the news media at the Maputo Inter- 
national Airport shortly after his return from a trip to 
Malawi and the Mozambique provinces of Manica, Tete, 
and Sofala. During those visits the Nacala and Beira 
corridors were the principal topic discussed by our coun- 
try’s party and government leader. 


Armando Guebuza visited the neighboring country of 
Malawi at the invitation of Dalton Kapola, his counter- 
part in that country. The main purpose of the visit was to 
study and evaluate the degree of cooperation existing 
between the two countries and the decisions to be taken 
with regard to the Nacala Corridor. 


At no time during the discussions did the Mozambique 
minister of transport and communications specifically 
mention those decisions, but NOTICIAS information 
sources state with authority that the decision was made 
by the two countries to implement a protocol established 
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last year in support of the Nacala undertaking inasmuch 
as that corridor represents a strategic outlet to the sea for 
Malawi's exports as well as imports at costs which are 
well within reason. 


According to our information, this agreement stipulates 
that both countries may seek financing, unilaterally or 
bilaterally, for the acquisition of materiel whose purpose 
would be to defend the Nacala Corridor. 


Meanwhile, Armando Guebuza stated that during his 
visit to Malawi he observed a positive effort and com- 
mitment by the authorities of both countries indicating 
their interest in seeing the corridor placed in operation. 


The control of future activities to be carried out was also 
one of the principal topics discussed. 


Mozambique and Malawi also agreed to hold regular 
meetings at the ministerial level of the transport and 
communications sector, the next meeting to be held in 
Maputo in June of this year simultaneously with a 
meeting of the SADCC [South African Development 
Coordination Conference]. 


Information in our possession indicates that until 1982 
about 95 percent of Malawi's trade passed through the 
Mozambique ports of Beira (65 percent) and Nacala (by 
way of the railway line opened in 1970, with about 35 
percent). 


From that date on, the routes became inoperative due to 
the sabotaging of the lines and attacks on the locomo- 
tives by armed gangs, seriously impeding the traffic. 


Abundance of Activity in Beira 


From 2 to 5 May, Armando Guebuza visited the pier 
bridge in Beira where work is in progress, and “we 
observed genuine effort and an abundance of activity.” 
There is also definite activity at the temporary container 
terminal which is almost completely paved and is now 


being equipped. 


The minister of transport and communications also 
visited other projects involved in the Beira Corridor and 
specifically mentioned the recent inauguration of the 
new installations of the Emodraga [Mozambican Dredg- 
ing Enterprise] and the visit made to a dredge operating 
in a Macuti access canal. 


“We had a meeting with the management of the corridor 
and with technicians working on the project and verified 
that the progress of the work in general can be considered 
highly favorable,” said Guebuza. 
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Minister Armando Guebuza spoke at lengi) on | “ 
progress of projects scheduled for future am: vr 
already underway in the provinces of Manica and Tete. 
He made particular reference to the conveyance of water 
from the Cabora Bassa reservoir to the people residing in 
that area. 


In this regard, the head of the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications told our reporter that he had invited 
various businessmen in Tete to begin to invest in Cabora 
Bassa. 


This area is a potential producer of fish (the reservoir) 
whose excess, according to Armando Guebuza, can be 
shipped to Tete and other cities and eventually exported 
to Zimbabwe. 


At another point in his speech Mozambique’s party and 
government official said that he appreciated the efforts 
of the national experts engaged in restoring the steam 
locomotives and other railway equipment in Gondola 
and Machipanda in Manica Province. 


* Information Ministry, Coordinating Council Meets 


* Final Communique 
34420095a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
18 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] The Minfo [Ministry of Information] Third Coor- 
dinating Council met on the CRDS [expansion 
unknown] premises in Maputo from 11 to 14 April 1989. 
The work of the SEXA [expansion unknown] meeting 
was directed by Information Minister Teodato Hun- 
guana and was attended by directors of the Minfo and 
managing editors and chief editors of the nation’s media 
agencies and institutions overseen by the Minfo, as 
representatives of the media from all of the country’s 
provinces, with the exception of Niassa Province. 


The council’s agenda included the following points: 
1 Activity review 


2. Media policy 
(a) Integration of information into the current phase 
and situation 
(b) Ideas and concepts of the press law; legal status 
of OI’s [information agencies] 
(c) Licensing of new publications 
(d) Publicity code 


3. Development strategy 
(a) Organization and operation at central and local 
levels 
Government machinery 
Information agencies 
Ways and means of provincial coordination. 
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The opening address at SEXA was delivered by the 
information minister, in addition to pertaining to the 
agenda, it was an important document for reflection 
since, as the minister emphasized, “information is an 
important element of democracy.” 


The fact that the council meeting was held at a time close 
to the Fifth Congress permitted a breader debate on the 
various characteristics of Mozambican information. 


The reports from the Minfo, information agencies, pro- 
vincial delegations, and independent institutions of the 
Minfo, as well as some documents previously drafted by 
study groups, which served as a basis for the discussion 
of the main topics on the agenda, were presented and 
discussed during the council meeting. 


Concerning information policy, the council found that 
its implementation is not uniform throughout the land; 
there are even tendencies toward a locally oriented 
interpretation and implementation; in many cases, this 
results in abuses and arbitrary action against media 
professionals, that, in the final analysis, affects the 
truthful coverage of events in the country. 


It also happens that the media so far have not kept up 
with socioeconomic and wartime transformations in a 
changing country. 


The Coordinating Council noted that, at the central 
level, the OI’s have been exposed to external pressures as 
regards their programming and planning, on various 
occasions, they were required to provide excessive cov- 
erage of official acts or cabinet activities. In summary, 
the agenda of the Ol’s is planned outside the editorial 
offices; this is particularly true on TVE [Experimental 
Television], where pressures are building because this 
audiovisual agency is presumed to be a full information 
organization, whereas in reality it is not. 


This programming trouble, which has been caused in the 
information agencies, combined with the poor profes- 
sional education and qualification of journalists, is lead- 
ing to an increase in the number of errors and mistakes 
in the media. These errors are exploited by all those who 
want to downgrade our information effort and make it 
less free. 


In this context, the council recommends the following: 


¢ That a study be made on the drafting of standards and 
procedures that serve as guide for information activ- 
ities in the provinces; 

¢ Regarding programming, that editorial offices be 
given autonomy in drafting their own agenda on the 
basis of the reports they receive throughout the day; 

¢ That cadre training be given priority and that the 
Minfo be enabled to coordinate a training and cadre 
policy at the national level. 
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The council dwelled on the need for a press law and legal 
charters for the information agencies. 


There is consensus as to the urgency of providing for an 
in-depth develc »ment of studies on the press law as well 
as the legal charters of the information agencies; in this 
connection it was recommended that a study group be 
established for this purpose 


As for material resources, the council found that the 
iechnical support facilities of the OI’s are in an advanced 
state of decline; this has had a very detrimental effect on 
the performance of journalistic work. 


The solution to these difficulties is influenced by the 
country’s difficult economic situation which prevents 
major investments in this sector. On the other hand, the 
public organizations owe the information agencies tre- 
mendous debts and that aggravates the material 
resources supply and replacement situation. 


On that score, the Coordinating Council recommended 
that the existing agreements and the previously created 
cooperation mechanisms be speeded up so that the 
sector's rehabilitation may be given priority. In a similar 
manner, it is necessary to sensitize the public organiza- 
tions that are debtors so that they may solve the question 
of the debt as quickly as possible. 


It was furthermore recommended that the proprietary 
printing plants of the Ol’s print a commercial-type 
report, covering all of their customers, whether they be 
party, state, or private customers. 


The question of newspaper and magazine distribution 
deserved special attention in terms of being given prior- 
ity by the national carriers. In this connection it was 
recommended that a study be made of the feasibility of 
a legal framework that would regulate these priorities. In 
this context, it is also necessary to study the question of 
fare reductions on travel by journalists. 


Concerning publicity, the council recommended the 
need for drafting a code that would regulate publicity 
activities and the licensing of other agencies. It further- 
more recommended that the discussion, which was 
begun during the sector’s previous seminar, be resumed. 


A video, showing pictures taken in Zambezia and illus- 
trating the serious situation prevailing there, was shown 
during the council meeting. 


A report was also prepared concerning the situation in 
South Africa, followed by a debate on the role of infor- 
mation in the disclosure of the geopolitical and strategic 
situation in Southern Africa. 


The council meeting took place in an open and frank 
environmen’ which permitted the active participation of 
all those present. This greatly helped the discussions 
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since they also reflect the climate which at this time 
characterizes the process involved in the discussion of 
the theses for the Fifth Congress. 


The struggle continues! 
Maputo, 14 April 1989 


* Minister's Closing Statement 
34420095a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
18 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Minister Teodato Hunguana advocated the need 
for information to be “one of the great vehicles and 
factors of nationa! unity,” particularly since communi- 
cations are in a precarious situation today as a conse- 
quence of the war of aggression that is forced upon us. 
Hunguana, who spoke at the close of the Coordinating 
Council meeting of his ministry, last Friday, said that ° 
terms of information, national unity “lives and | .us- 
tained by the free circulation of persons and informa- 
tion, informing the country about what goes on from 
Rovuma to Maputo.” Below is the full text of the speech 
delivered by Teodato Hunguana. 


Members of the Coordinating Council: 


We have arrived at the end of the Information Ministry's 
Coordinating Council meeting. For several days now we 
have had an opportunity to review the principal aspects 
of our activities, the difficulties we face, and the pros- 
pects we look forward to. It became clear once again that 
the fundamental challenges to the information sector 
spring from and are closely tied to the fundamental 
challenges which our country faces so that what we want 
for information is w'.' deep down we want for our 
country. 


We made an effort to think deeply about information 
and its problem complex in the light of the country such 
as it really is, not in the light of an ideal country. This is 
why we devoted particular attention to the way in which 
we work in the provinces and also in Maputo. 


We saw that the need for a unified information policy is 
a logical and necessary consequence of the unified state, 
which we are, by definition. This is why it is difficult to 
explain and accept what goes on in some parts of the 
country, where local considerations of a subjective 
nature in the end imposed an information blockage, a 
barrier of silence between the province and the nation. 
Whatever happens to get through this barrier is that 
which the province wants everybody else to know. Even 
serious events, whose national or international repercus- 
sion is absolutely necessary, are reported only with 
difficulty or belatedly, with all of the consequences 
deriving from such delay, <onsequences that are so 
serious that they are morally unacceptable. 
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Thus we saw that there must not be a policy from 
Maputo and a policy from each province in the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique without this situation seri- 
ously threatening national unity. Information is or must 
be one of the great vehicles and facvors of national unity, 
particularly today when—as a consequence of the war of 
aggression which is imposed upon us—commuunications 
throughout the country are so precarious. 


National unity, also in terms of information, lives on and 
is sustained by the free circulation of persons and 
information. Information must in turn be supplied from 
the country’s real life and must bring to the country that 
which happens in the country from Rovuma all the way 
to Maputo—hence, its implementation all the way to the 
provinces and to the rank and file, to the people's 
correspondents. We directly harm the cause of national 
unity by interfering in or disturbing or impeding the 
operation of this system. 


We must welcome the understanding and effort devel- 
oped in many parts of the country by the governors and 
by the provincial governments in terms of helping to 
resolve the difficulties with which the information sector 
is struggling by providing material resources and open- 
ing the doors to a positive relationship that will yield 
good results not only for the provinces as such but also 
for the nation as a whole. Generalizing these positive 
experiences, turning them into a standard to be adopted 
by all in an obligatory fashion—that is today a necessity 
when it comes to requiring an organizational setup and a 
decision-making process along these lines at the level of 
the party and the state. 


The errors committed by the information sector must 
not provide an excuse for absurd attitudes of hostility 
toward the information sector. Nor must we carelessly 
assume that these errors were intentional—which in fact 
they were not. But these mistakes—even the very small 
ones—always demand a necessary reaction and a correc- 
tion of the facts for everyone's clear understanding. 


Allowing these errors to slip by would mean that we are 
becoming accomplices or co-authors. The mistakes 
which the information sector is making can be corrected 
and so can erroneous orientations. Systematic hostility 
and distrust toward the information sector therefore are 
totally unjustified. 


We were able to devote time to reflecting in general on 
information policy today and the press law, analyzing 
ideas, opinions, proposals, and viewpoints. This reflection 
was not conclusive and must necessarily be continued 
along with the debate now in progress on the nation’s life. 


We talked about democ 
multiparty system, abou: 


»90ut pluralism, about the 
ingle party, about informa- 
tion in terms of a goverr | “~onopoly. For many of us, 
in our situation, pluralis: +: “ormation is a step toward 
the multiparty system. Still, there are those who think that 
one thing does not necessarily lead to the other. 
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In some way we agree today that we are challenged now to 
build democracy in the information field or democratic 
information under the conditions under which our infor- 
mation effort is organized, that is to say, as a monopoly of 
the party and the state Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation 
Front], acting as a guarantor of national unity, has in this 
monopoly the instrument that is indispensable for the 
Organization and mobilization of national unity. 


It would be naive on our part to entertain illusions about 
history and about the phase in which we are in the 
construction of the Mozambican nation and state. 


Even if the process had not suffered interference as a 
result of the destabilization war that still goes on, the 
building of the ration and the state would today defi- 
nitely not be completed or irreversibly consolidated. 


This is still the fundamental task of our generation and 
we are going to bequeath the result of this tough struggle 
to our coming generations, leaving them a Mozambican 
state and a Mozambican nation. 


The information sector must serve this process, an 
information sector that is ever more free and responsi- 
ble, ever more democratic, contributing decisively to the 
construction of democracy in our country. Mindful that 
it is not the seat or final criterion of democracy in our 
country; mindful that it could never be more democratic 
than the democracy we are building. 


We leave this meeting with this firm determination, 
ready to continue to tackle our tasks on the information 
front. 


I now declare the III Coordinating Council Meeting of 
the Information Ministry closed. 


The struggle continues! 
Maputo, 14 April 1989 
Namibia 


Refugees, Exiles Begin Repatriation 


for Return Detailed 
MB0906 135889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1301 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Windhoek June 9 SAPA—The first of about 350 
charter flights bringing Namibian refugees and exiles 
home was scheduled to land at Ondangua in northern 
Namibia at 8:30am on 12 June, a spokesman for the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
[UNHCR], Mr Nicolas Bwakira, said in Windhoek 
today. 


Returnees coming to Windhoek from Lubango in south- 
ern Angola were due in at Windhoek airport at 10:15. 
while a group from Lusaka was expected at 11:15. 


FBIS-AFR-89-111 
12 June 1989 


Eleven flights had been scheduled for the first day of the 
UN programme to bring Namubians back to take part in 
their country’s independence process. 


Apart from the repatriation from Angola, Zambia and 
Botswana, he said plans were also being made for two 
flights from East Germany, as well as for the return of 
about !,500 Namibians from Cuba. 


Mr Bwakira said the voluntary repatriation forms signed 
by the returnees had been accepted as valid travel 
documents by the Namibian authorities and would also 
be used by the electoral registration unit. 


Namuibians who might return outside the designated 
entry points into Namibia would not be turned back, he 
said. Neither would returnees not in possession of a 
yellow fever vaccination certificate. 


Asked if relatives and friends would have access to 
returnees at entry points at Windhoek, Ondangua and 
Grootfontein, Mr Bwakira said radio announcements 
would be made asking people rather to visit their rela- 
tives once they reached the reception centres. 


Three medical doctors and ten nurses would be among 
the first group to return and officials of the World Health 
Organization and the Namibian Department of National 
Health and Welfare had already discussed and agreed on 
employment for these health workers. 


Mr Bwakira said UNHCR officials and local authorities 
had agreed no political activities would be permitted 
inside the entry points and reception centres. 


“This is an important agreement because this repatria- 
tion has to maintain a humanitarian character,” he 
stressed, adding it was also in the interest of the return- 
ees’ security and public order. 


‘Hundreds’ Start Returning 
MB0906172089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] All last-minute programs have been geared up for 
the 12 June start of the 6-week repatriation program that 
will return about 41,000 exiled Namubians to their home 
country. 


Hundreds have jumped the gun and walked across the 
northern border from southern Angola into Ovambo. 


At least 300 refugees have decided not to wait for 
Monday’s official start to the repatriation program from 
Angola and Zambia. Officials in Windhoek said a group 
of 300 people carrying no food and no other provisions 
crossed the northern Ovambo border from Angola early 
today. Authorities in the north of the territory expect 
another 400 to walk across tonight. They are the first 
large groups of exiles to return. 
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The main repatriation program gets under way on 12 
June, with 11 flights to Windhoek, Ondangva, and 
Grootfontein bringing about 1,400 refugees back. The 
6-week long airlift is expected to return up to 41,000 
people who fled Namibia over the past 20 years. 


They will be cared for temporarily in reception centers 
set up by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
before being taken to former home regions or areas 
where they choose to settle now. 


300 Cross From Angola 
MB1006110189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1059 GMT 10 Jun 89 


[Text] Windhoek June 10 SAPA—A total of 300 refugees 
from Angola had already crossed into Namibia and 
several hundreds more were on their way to the country, 
a spokesman for the administrator-general’s office, Mr 
Eberhardt Hoffmann, said in Windhoek today. 


Many of the refugees were Angolan citizens who were 
fleeing renewed conflict in southern Angola between 
government FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola] forces and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] rebels. 


Mr Hoffmann said Angolan refugees who had crossed 
into Namibia in previous years did not have interna- 
tional refugee status, a position that would now have to 
change in view of the United Nations presence in 
Namibia. 


Medical teams were attending presently to the needs of 
refugees who had cross into Namibia since yesterday. 
The next step would be to determine in consultation with 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees which of the 
refugees were Namuibians and which were Angolans. 


The UNHCR would have to grant the Angolans interna- 
tional refugee status, to place them under protection of 
the world body. 


Mr Hoffman said the refugees crossed the border on foot 
between Namibia and Angola and none of them had 
provisions with them. 


The Ovambo administration were providing temporary 
accommodation for them in tents. 


Angelan Increase to 800 
MB1106135589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1227 GMT 11 Jun 89 


[Text] Windhoek, June 11, SAPA—The number of 
Angolans who had fled south across the border into 
Namibia to escape fighting between UNITA rebels and 
FAPLA (Angolan Army) forces, had risen to 800 this 
morning, the secretary for the Ovambo administrat:on, 
Mr Frans Viljoen, said in Oshakati. 
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A group of about 300 crossed into Ovambo on 9 June 
about 35km west of Oshikango and by today SWA 
[South-West Africa] Police reported the figure had risen 
to about 800 and more were on their way, Mr Viljoen 
said. 


SWA Police also confirmed there were “problems” 
between UNITA and Angolan forces. 


Mr Viljoen said the Ovambo administration had pro- 
vided food and medical care for the Angolans and the 
matter had been reported to the admiunistrator-general, 
Mr Louis Pienaar, and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross ICRC]. 


Earlier reports said the United Nations Transition Assis- 
tance Group had sent three doctors and UN monitors to 
the area, and that the ICRC was assisting in feeding the 


refugees. 


“They just came on foot,”” Mr Viljoen said. “They don’t 
even have blankets. Nothing at all.” 


Yesterday a spokesman for Mr Pienaar’s office, Mr 
Eberhardt Hoffmann, said the refugees would have to be 
identified and accorded international refugee status by 
the UN high commissioner for refugees. 


In previous years Angolans fleeing south did not enjoy 
special refugee status under the auspices of the world 
body. 


The deputy head of the UNHCR mission in Namibia, 
Mr Sylvester Awuye of Ghana, told SAPA in Windhoek 
today the UNHCR did not have a mandate to dea! with 
the Angolans in Namibia. 


“This office is not a regular UNHCR office. As of now 
we do not have a mandate ... our role is limited to getting 
Namibian exiles back,” he explained. 


The Namibian administration would have to approach 
the UN special representative in the country, Mr Martti 
Ahtisaari, for assistance and he would be required to 
take the matter up with the UN secreiary general in New 
York, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar, in order to get the 
mandate amended to include aid to the Angolans. 


Mr Awuye said senior UNHCR officials were visiting 
northern Namibia to review arrangements for the repa- 
triations of thousands of Namibians due to start tomor- 
row, and would look into the situation of the fleeing 


Angolans. 


“We just hope this won't have repercussions on our own 
operation,” he added. 
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UN Denies Responsibility 
MB1006 182389 Johannesburg Te!evision Service 
in English 1806 GMT 10 Jun 89 


{Text} Our political news staff in Windhoek reports that 
several hundred Angolans appear to have fled to 
Ovambo to escape a renewed outbreak of fighting 
between Angolan Government forces and UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
in southern Angola. Some 300 refugees have already 
crossed the border between South-West Africa/Namibia 
anu Angola on foot since yesterday. 


The head of the United Nations [UN] High Commission 
for Refugees [title as heard}, Mr Nicolas Bwakira, said in 
Windhoek that the UN would not accept responsibility 
for the refugees who had crossed the border near Oshi- 
kango unless they were citizens of the territory who 
qualified tor repatriation. 


The official airlift of repatriates from Angola and Zam- 
bia is only due to start ca !2 June. More than 1,300 
refugees are scheduled to be flown to Ondangva, Groot- 
fontein, and Windhoek on 1! flights. 


UN Urges “Orderly” Arrival 
MB1 206094089 Windhoek Domestic Service in English 
0505 GMT 12 Jun 89 


[From the “Newsfrr.at” program™] 


[Text] The following communique has been received 
from the office cf the UN High Commissioner for 


Refugees: 


Most returnees will be arriving over a period of 6 weeks 
via one of three airports: Windhoek. Grootfontein, and 
Ondangwa. [n the interests of an orderly and well- 
managed system of arrival, we are requesting families 
and friends of the returnees not, repeat not, to try to 
make contact with the airports. For information, please 
contact any of the five reception centers where most of 
the returnees will be escorted. Others may wish to travel 
directly to their homes or villages after registering on 
arrival. Arrangements have been made with these cen- 
ters to provide information and to help returnees trace 
their families. 


Relatives and friends are kindly requested, therefore, to 
avoid gathering at airports. The reception centers are at 
Dot a, Okahandja, Mariabron, Ongwediva, and Engela. 


Initial Air Flight Delayed 
MB1206084489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0840 GMT 12 Jun 89 


[Text] Windhoek June 12 SAPA—The first flight of 
Namibian refugees due at 1015 [0815 GMT] today from 
Lusaka to Windhoek has been delayed, United Nations 
[UN] officials reported. 
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The flight carrying 234 refugees was now expected to 
arrive at Windhoek International Airport at 1200, the 
officials said. 


A small group of SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] supporters attired in bright red, green and 
blue party colours gathered at the airport this morning 
more than 40km from Windhoek city to welcome home 
the refugees. 


A second flight, with 150 refugees on board from 
Luanda, is also due to land at Windhoek International at 
1200. 


Further arrivals are due today at Ondagua and Wind- 
hoek from Luanda and Lubango in Angola. 


The returnees are first of more than 40,000 to be airlifted 
home from neighbouring countries by the UN, which 
implemented its settlement plan for Namibia on April 1. 


The return of refugees and exiles to Namibia over six 
weeks is the next phase in the UN decolonisation pro- 
cess, to be followed by four months of electioneering 
from July | by the country’s various political groups. 


UN-supervised elections for a constitution-making 
assembly are planned for the first week of November. 


First Flight Arrives 12 Jun 
MB1206110889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1031 GMT 12 Jun 89 


[Text] Windhoek June 12 SAPA—The first group of 
Namibian refugees returned home today, some of them 
after more than a decade in exile. 


Among the 234 refugees from Lusaka were about 200 
SWAPO members. Women wildly ululated as the DC-10 
of Zambian Airways touched down at 11.45am. 


The first refugees emerged from the aircraft about 10 
minutes later and were met on the tarmac by officials of 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and 
representatives of the office of the administrator-general, 
Mr Louis Pienaar. 


A group of about 200 SWAPO supporters gathered early 
this morning at Windhoek International Airport in 
windy and chilly conditions that failed to freeze the air to 
jubilant expectation. 


Attired in the bright red, green and blue SWAPO party 
colours, some carried placards stating ““Welcome free- 
dom fighters.” 


Clenched fists shot into the air in the black power salute 
as the first returnees alighted from the aircraft. 
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UN officials ushered them into the old terminal building 
of the airport for formalities to be completed before the 
bus journey more than 40km to Windhoek city from 
where they will proceed to Dobra reception centre to the 
north of the capital. They are to stay in the transit for not 
more than seven days before going home to be reunited 
with their families. 


UDF Chairman Comments on Election Goals 
MB1206080089 Windhoek Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 12 Jun 89 


[Text] The national chairman of the United Democratic 
Front [UDF], Mr Reggie Diergaardt, says the UDF will 
participate in the coming elections in order to fight 
apartheid, racism, and exploitation. He was speaking at 
a public meeting held at Otjiwarongo yesterday. Mr 
Diergaardt said the goal of the UDF is to create a united 
and free Namibia in which human rights would be 
protected. 


Mr Diergaardt welcomed in the repeal of discriminatory 
legislation by the administrator general last week, but 
expressed his disappointment that Proclamation AG-8, 
which provides for second-tier authorities, and parts of the 
legislation dealing with local authorities, had not been 
repealed. On the repatriation of refugees, he said he was 
not in favor of them being given special-status treatmeni. 
Mr Diergaardt said the UDF hoped South-West Africa/ 
Namibia would become a member of the Organization of 
African Unity after independence so that it can become a 
part of the international community. 


Zimbabwe 


Soldiers’ Attempted Arms Theft Detailed 
MB0806 194389 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in !nglish 
to Zimbabwe 1730 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] We have warned the government on many occa- 
sions that opposition to their policies has been building 
up in our national army. Part of this is due to deep- 
rooted tribal rivalries and animosities which are being 
fueled by ZANU-PF’s [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] blatant manipulation of recruit- 
ing and promotion to favor their own ethnic majority 
and former combatants. 


The prime factor, however, is the growing resistance to 
the commitment of our forces in Mozambique’s civil 
war. Our soldiers are being ordered to risk their lives for 
a cause to which they do not subscribe, in a country 
where their presence is resented by the local population, 
and in support of so-called allies for whom they have no 


respect. 
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It is in this context that we view the statement by acting 
Minister of Defense Comrade Sidney Sekeramayi. He 
revealed that four serving officers in the ZNA [Zimba- 
bwe National Army] and a retired brigadier have been 
arrested following an alleged attempt to steal 15 AK 
assault rifles and 60 loaded magazines. The minister 
stated that a ZNA captain masquerading as an officer in 
the intelligence corps tried to acquire these weapons and 
ammunition © om 3 Brigade Armory in Mutare. He was 
arrested and questioned, after which another captain, 
two more junior officers, and a retired brigadier were 
taken into custody. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The initial report maintained that the motive for the 
attempted theft was unknown, but intensive investiga- 
tions were underway to get to the bottom of the matter. 
We will reserve further judgement and comment until 
more details are confirmed. But the growing unpopular- 
ity of the ruling regime is a matter of common knowl- 
edge. Nevertheless, we reaffirm our commitment in 
Opposition to violence from any quarter as a means of 
resolving problems and grievances. At this stage, 
(?according) to the government, (?there is) access to the 
ballot box, and it is through this process that changes 
must be made. 
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Liberia 


Several Killed in Stadium Stampede 
AB1206102189 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2210 GMT 11 Jun 89 


[Text] There has been major tragedy at the Samuel 
Kanyon Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville. Hundreds 
of people are said to have been injured and several killed 
in the stampede just prior to the Liberia-Malawi soccer 
game this afternoon. According to the ELCM commu- 
nity news monitored this evening, the news reporters 
who visited the Saint Joseph Catholic, the ELWA and 
the John F. Kennedy Medical Hospitals reported they 
had seen several casualties, including the injured and 
dead. According to news reports, the stampede occurred 
as a result of misinformation which quickly circulated in 
a crowd that one of the several flood light towers was 
about to collapse. As the rumors quickly spread, eyewit- 
nesses said the crowd panicked and stampeded, causing 
the collapse of the fence around gates No. 10 and 11. 
Several persons were crushed by the stampeding crowd, 
while others were seriously injured. 


Doe Says Opposition Leaders Sought Favors 
AB0806213889 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe says opposition 
[word indistinct] politicians in the country have continued 
to ask him for financial and other favors. Speaking at the 
Monrovia College and Industrial Training Institute yester- 
day, Dr Doe said opposition politicians have been asking 
him for money, adding there was even a time when he gave 
one of the politicians his car after he, the politician, asked 
for a car. The Liberian chief executive is reported to have 
said he had then questioned the effectiveness of the 
opposition under such a circumstance. 


President Doe told students of Monrovia College not to be 
carried away by politicians. He reportedly said personally 
he was concerned over continued shortage of basic com- 
modities, including rice and gasoline on the local markets 
and not opposition politicians. According to news reports 
in Monrovia, the president’s comments come several days 
after the opposition parties released results of their 2-day 
consultative meeting held last week, which outlined diffi- 
culties being experience in the country. 


Government Confirms ‘Artificial’ Rice Shortage 
AB0806112289 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 
0709 GMT 8 Jun 89 


[Text] The Commerce Ministry has dispelled rumors that 
there was an acute shortage of rice in the country, but 
confirmed reports of an artificial shortage of rice in some 
counties as a result of malpractices on the part of some 
businessmen. Deputy commerce minister for administra- 
tion, (Maxwell Kaba) made the disclosure to the 
LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY recently at the end of a 
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2-day visit to Nimba County in continuation of his nation- 
wide tour of solicit views of citizens and the business 
community regarding the proposed scheme. Under the 
scheme, Minister (Kaba) said regional distribution centers 
will be established in the political subdivisions of the 
country to supply rice to licensed local dealers. He said 
that at the end of this fact-finding, reputable and finan- 
cially sound businessmen and institutions will be identi- 
fied in each county as the regional distributor. 


Niger 


‘Manipulated’ Youths Commit ‘Vandalism’ at Market 
AB0906214289 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] Last Wednesday [7 June], some disturbance 
occurred in the precincts of Niamey Central Market. 
Young men, armed with sticks and stones, perpetrated 
acts of vandalism which resulted in damages. These acts 
will not go unpunished, because the perpetrators must 
pay for their crimes. The groups of youths, certainly 
manipulated, and armed with sticks and stones, indeed 
committed acts of vandalism. These acts of vandalism 
caused serious harm to honest and peaceful citizens, 
whose only fault was having boarded a vehicle [words 
indistinct] (?near the) market. 


Public order has obviously been disturbed, and this is an 
offense punishable by the penal code. The victims have 
filed charges against the perpatrators of this act, which 
constitutes an incitement to revolt and vagabondage. But 
the state, as the guarantor of law and order and the moral 
and material peace of the citizens, will do everything to 
ensure that the victims are compensated and the insti- 
gators of such excesses are punished in keeping with the 
law. Instructions have already been given to ensure that 
the damage is evaluated, and that the responsibility of all 
involved is established. 


Thus, the terms will be in conformity with the degree of 
each person’s responsibility. The message is clear: All the 
wrongdoers will be punished, no matter what group they 
belong to. The government has until now granted all 
possible freedom to the citizens, but it will never tolerate 
disorder or lack of restraint. 


‘Dishonest’ Traders Blamed 
AB1106145989 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 11 Jun 89 


[Excerpts] On the evening of 9 June, we informed you 
about the demonstrations and acts of vandalism that 
disturbed the vicinity of the Niamey central market on 
Wednesday 7 June. These demonstrations, which were 
organized by a number of traders, have generated the 
most fanciful rumors for 4 days now. Some people even 
ventured to say that they were caused by a double tax 
that customs officers imposed on a truck of goods 
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belonging to Nigerian traders. Actually, nothing of the 
sort happened. Soule Boubacar, who conducted his own 
investigations yesterday afternoon, here tells us what 
really happened: 


[Boubacar] It all started on Saturday, 3 June 1989, when 
some officers of the Niamey Customs Departmant 
Mobile Brigade impounded a truck from the customs 
post of Doumega, Douchy Subdistrict, at Soreye 2 
village located 15 km from Niamey on the road to Dosso. 
The truck was carrying various goods belonging to Niger 
traders along with four customs receipts. In view of the 
volume of the load and the amount of duties paid, a total 
of 546,634 CFA francs, the customs officers suspected a 
false customs declaration. 


They therefore decided, of course, to take the vehicle to 
the Mobile Brigade Headquarters, located on the right- 
hand bank of the Niger River, to check it. It was then 
completely unloaded in the presence of a representative 
of the owners of the goods. The bundles were counted, 
opened, and weighed, and some irregularities were 
noted, particularly in terms of weight and numbers. For 
instance, 15 radiocassette sets had been declared, but 
332 radiocassette sets and 12 radio sets were found. 
[passage omitted] 


The total value of goods declared was 1,284,200 CFA 
francs, a figure far short of the truth. After checking, the 
customs officers noted that the value of the goods was 
14,753,700 CFA francs. As duties and taxes, 546,634 
CFA francs had been paid instead of 8,237,837 CFA 
francs, a loss of 7,691,203 CFA francs for the treasury. 


In view of this, there had been a false declaration or an 
importation without declaration of goods, which, it should 
be stressed, is an offense punished by Articles 190, 194, 
and 195 of the Customs Code. [passage omitted] 


The traders involved, who were obviously dishonest, 
refused to pay a single franc and incited others to revolt, 
causing the disturbances that occurred on Wednesday 
near Niamey central market. Some people took advan- 
tage of the disturbances to loot and ransack other peo- 
ple’s property. In any event, the troublemakers were 
arrested, and the state, responsible for security and peace 
and order, will see to finding those responsible so that 
each can be dealt with according to the serio'snes of the 
offense committed. Once again, the policy of easing of 
tension being pursued by the government does not mean 
anarchy or casualness. 


Nigeria 


Council of State Meets, Takes Social Measures 
AB0906115589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] The National Council of State has approved a 
package of measures designed to ameliorate the social 
costs of the structural adjustment program. A communi- 
que on the meeting of the council yesterday in Lagos shows 
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that the National Directorate of Employment is to provide 
employment for 62,000 persons to be drawn from the 
various categories of labor force between now and the end 
of the year. Also, the Federal Ministry of Works and 
Housing will provide employment for 10,120 nongradu- 
ates within the 6 months at the rate of 460 per state. 


Each state government is to provide at least 10,000 
hectares of land for cultivation by the employed under 
the supvervised agricultural credit scheme during the 
current planting season. The state governments are also 
to revive and expand all the existing farm settlements or 
establish new ones whenever possible as well as to (?try 
to motivate) and increase the number of agricultural 
(?extension) workers. [passage indistinct] In addition, 
the facilities of river basin development authorities are 
to be used to promote agricultural production and 
employment. 


On industrial employment, the Council of State decided 
that the existing foundries, including those of Ajaokuta 
Steel Company, the Railway Corporation, the Ports 
Authority, and Federal Institute of Industrial Research, 
Oshodi, should be rehabilitated vith immediate effect to 
produce [word indistinct] agricultural implements for use 
by farmers. Henceforth, emphasis will be placed on the use 
of more labor intensive methods in construction, and road 
maintenance, and in certain manufacturing industries. 
And with effect from the Ist of next month, professionals 
such as engineers, doctors, land and quantity surveyors, 
and accountants are to report at the relevant federal and 
state ministries of employment for adjustment into exist- 
ing new vacancies. Vacancies in the educational system at 
federal, state, and local government levels are to be filled 
with immediate effect. The communique stated that these 
measures were additional to other ongoing government 
employment generating programs. 


On costs of foodstuffs, it said the government had 
decided to give additional encouragement to agricultural 
cooperatives. All educational institutions with access to 
lands are directed to establish their own farms immedi- 
ately with the assistance of state federal ministries. 


To reduce costs of transportation, government has 
decided that the importation of commercial vehicles, 
trucks, and their spare parts should be duty-free for the 
rest of the year. It has also allocated $13 million for 
importation of spare parts of commercial vehicles and 
will give immediate and special attention to the critical 
transport situation in Lagos. 


Minister On Economic Measures 
AB0906222989 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 9 Jun 89 


[Text] The Nigerian Government is backpedalling rap- 
idly apparently to defuse the tension following the wide- 
spread rioting last month over IMF-inspired economic 
austerity measures. It has (?brought in) a series of 
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measures modifying the harshness of its economic poli- 
cies and it has also quickly released an outspoken critic 
of them, Dr Tyson Falare. He was arrested on Tuesday 
by security officials. From Lagos Elizabeth Obadina 
telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recorc 1g} Dr Tyson Falare was 
released only after an extraordiiary appearance on tele- 
vision, which has been arranged by the State Security 
Service, the SSS. He was brought before the television 
cameras to be interrogated about the leaflets he distrib- 
uted during the recent disturbances, entitled: The Time 
To Speak Is Now. In the leaflet, Dr Falare repeated the 
rumors of substantial foreign wealth and investments 
held by President Babangida. He said that the black 
American magazine, EBONY, was his source for the 
allegation. But EBONY has revealed that it has not 
carried any article on Nigeria since 1977. However, Dr 
Falare was unrepentant. The SSS [words indistinct] on 
television but sounded gently mannered, pushed Dr 
Falare for an apology, but the wheezing, frail, and asth- 
matic Falare, dressed in a white hat and casual clothes, 
resolutely refused to say sorry. He was, he said, perhaps 
amongst the 10 most credible Nigerians left in the coun- 
try. After his television apearance, which probably ranks 
as a unique new tactic in the Security Service’s arsenal, 
Dr Falare was released to return to his [place name 
indistinct] home about 15 miles outside Lagos. 


Today Nigerians are considering last night’s new eco- 
nomic package designed to alleviate economic hardship 
(?swelled) by the structural adjustment program, known 
as SAP. The package was announced after the extraordi- 
nary 8-hour meeting of the National Council of State. A 
communique signed by the secretary to the Federal 
Government, Chief Olu Falae, said that 62,000 jobs 
extra are to be created by the end of the year. Each state 
is to provide 10,000 hectares of land to be distributed to 
the unemployed for farming, and all educational estab- 
lishments have been ordered to take immediate advan- 
tage of the current planting season and turn whatever 
suitable land they possess over to food crop cultivation. 
Derelict government foundries are to be revived to 
produce low-technology tools for development. And 
labor-intensive projects are to be preferred over capital- 
intensive projects. To prevent shortages in the iranspor- 
tation sector, import duties have been abolished on 
commercial vehicles. And $30 million has been made 
available to purchase spare parts for mass transit vehi- 
cles. [end recording] 


So why have the Nigerian authorities come up with these 
new measures? On the line, Julian Marshall asked Infor- 
mation Minister Tony Momoh if they have been brought 
in just because of the rioting? 


[Begin recording] [Momoh] It would seem that that is so, 
but these measures have been in the pipeline since 
February because the president made a promise to do so 
in his budget. 
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[Marshall] So you are saying that it was not a reaction to 
the protests? 


[Momoh] It is a good time to facilitate the release of 
these things. But I am saying that whether there have 
been protests or not, they would have been released, 
because the government was aware of the biting effect of 
the structural adjustment program. 


[Marshall] So you do acknowledge that there were legit- 
imate grievances underlying these protests? 


[Momoh] Oh yes, I agree there were legitimate griev- 
ances. The unemployed would like to be employed. The 
banned politicians would like to be unbanned. The 
person who was amassing wealth by selling pieces of 
papers would like to go back. People who depended on 
imported wheat and flour to bake bread would like to 
have the deals restored. People who sustain farmers 
abroad by importing malt barley would like this restored. 
So they have their grievances. And one cannot really 
deny that they have a case. But the thing is: How do you 
resolve the situation when you want to achieve national 
self-reliance? And I think that some hard decisions really 
have to be taken if we do not want to perpetuate the 
problem of Nigeria’s 29 years of independence. [end 
recording] 


‘Deceitful’ Tract ‘Contributed’ to Violence 
AB0706164189 Paris AFP in French 2033 GMT 
6 June 89 


[Text] Lagos, 6 Jun (AFP)}—A tract, which has been 
described as “deceitful” by the Lagos press and which 
carried information on Nigerian head of state General 
Ibrahim Babangida’s alleged fortune, contributed largely 
to the upsurge of violence during last week’s bloody riots 
in Nigeria, government sources in Lagos stated. The 
government daily NEW NIGERIAN has denounced the 
“criminal manipulation” by which an anonymous traci 
distributed during the Lagos and Benin City student 
demonstrations presented Gen Babangida as_ the 
‘world’s richest general,” who had 400 million pounds 
sterling deposited in bank accounts. According to the 
tract, the information was found in last month’s edition 
of the American magazine EBONY. 


“That’s the worst form of disinformation,” says the 
NEW NIGERIAN. The daily carries photographs from 
the magazine in question which actually show “the 100 
most influential black Americans” without making the 
least reference to Gen Babangida. The daily is believed 
to have had access to information contained in a report 
prepared by the State Security Service (SSS), which 
investigated the “tract affair,” a reliable source in Lagos 
said. 
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Minister Cites Instability As ‘Drawback’ 
AB1006215989 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1850 GMT 10 Jun 89 


[Text] The minister of external affairs, Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, has identified political instability as one of 
the drawbacks facing the country. This, he said, was highly 
detrimental to the march for continental leadership and 
domestic viability and greatness. Gen Nwachukwu made 
the assertion in a lecture on defense and Nigeria’s foreign 
policy, and symbiotic relationships at this year’s 2d Mech- 
anized Division officers training week in Ibadan. He 
emphasized that without stability, the country could 
hardly realize her full potentials for growth and develop- 
ment. The minister said that one of the ideals that the 
government hoped to practicalize was economic comple- 
mentarity in relations with friends. This would involve 
joint ventures, which would have been too expensive for 
one country, but which, when jointly sponsored, would 
add to economic well-being and facilitate peaceful rela- 
tions betwen Nigeria and her neighbors. 


More Universities Closings Announced 
AB0706102089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Jun 89 


[Text] The Universities of Jos and the Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa, Bauchi, have been closed for 2 weeks. Students 
have been directed to vacate the campuses. In a similar 
development, the University of Cross River has been 
closed indefinitely. No reasons were given for its closure. 


Ilorin University Closed 
AB1106153989 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 11 Jun 89 


[Text] The authorities of the University of Ilorin have 
announced an indefinite closure of the institution. The 
university was scheduled to open tomorrow after a 2-week 
break following students disturbances. No reason was 
given for the closure. 


Babangida on Relations With France 
AB0606151089 Paris AFP in French 0100 GMT 
6 Jun 89 


[Text] Lagos, 6 Jun (AFP)}—French President Francois 
Mitterrand has taken “the most coherent stand on the 
debt issue,” Nigerian head of state General Ibrahim 
Babangida stated in an interview granted to AFP and the 
French daily LIBERATION before the postponement on 
Monday, 5 June, of an official visit which he was 
originally scheduled to make to France on 7-11 June. 
“President Francois Mitterrand has taken the most 
coherent stand on the debt problem and its adverse 
effects on poorer nations and he has followed up his 
consistent beliefs: His initiative in favor of the 35 
poorest nations, and soon in favor of the intermediate 
income countries, will greatly contribute to promoting 
the North-South dialogue,” Gen Babangida stated. 
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The Nigerian president expressed his belief that Nigeria 
and France will come closer and closer in the near future. 
“I really believe that as time goes by, we will boost our 
exchanges to a higher level than now. There is a basis 
because France maintains more important economic 
relations with Nigeria than with most African countries 
put together; on this basis, our economic relations will 
necessarily be strengthened,” he further said. The Nige- 
rian general received AFP and LIBERATION journalists 
in his presidential residence in Abuja, the future federal 
capital, on the sidelines of the celebrations of the 25th 
anniversary of the African Development Bank. 


The relations between the two countries could soon be 
established on a new foundation: Nigeria, Gen Babangida 
confirmed, would not object to joining its francophone 
neighbors in the group of countries covered by the French 
Ministry of Cooperation. “Our Ministry of Interior has 
already started examining this possibility and it will likely 
come up in our talks in France,” he stated. According to 
him, increased cooperation between Nigeria and France 
would also contribute to improving relations in the West 
African subregion. “There is a very strong political will to 
promote unity within the ECOWAS (Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States, which groups 16 countries— 
mostly francophone states and Nigeria). Nigeria and 
France also display a similar determination. This alto- 
gether will serve the West African region,” he stated. 


For the Nigerian president, Africa’s global debt burden 
has become more than ever before the essential problem: 
“We persisit in saying that the general principle of 
writing off debts will reduce the burden of the least 
developed countries and this policy should be pursued 
more vigorously, but at the same time, we should not 
forget that these countries also need the necessary 
resources for their development.” 


On the delicate issue of relations with Israel, convinced 
that “‘all is a matter of time” and that “the process of 
normalization is continuing,” Gen Babangida empha- 
sized that “the Palestinians have accepted the existence 
of Israel.” Contacts have already been made, he said, 
adding: Of course, Nigeria has no Israeli Embassy on its 
territory, “but a number of Israeli economic organiza- 
tions are working in Nigeria.” 


Touching on domestic policy and the economy of Nige- 
ria, the general confirmed that he was “very optimistic 
about the prospect of handing over power to a democrat- 
ically elected government in October 1992.” He did not 
deny that the return to democracy is “directed,” in 
particular by the decision not to allow more than two 
political parties to campaign. “This is a problem facing 
all developing countries, including Nigeria. But I believe 
that with time Nigerian society will evolve and the 
notion of democracy will become fully ingrained,” he 
said. This public education is being carried out “‘step by 
step,” according to the planned program for transition to 
civilian rule, he explained. “After the holding of local 
government elections this year, another year will pass 
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before state legislative elections are held, followed by 
gubernatorial elections. These will also be followed 2 
years later by the elections of the members of ilie 
chambers of representatives, and by presidential 
elections,” he stressed. 


With regard to the structural adjustment program, SAP, 
against which the current wave of demonstrations and 
riots had not yet broken out at the time of the interview, 
Gen Babangida repeated that it was unavoidable: 
“Whatever happens, this country must strive for self- 
sufficiency in food.” The negative effects of the SAP? He 
does not deny their existence, particularly for urban 
dwellers. He hopes to minimize them by improving 
transportation and related facilities rather than by 
increasing salaries—given the need to check inflation— 
or by bringing water and electricity to the rural areas. 
The benefits of the SAP? These particularly affect the 
farmers “who will produce more, live better,”’ and who, 
he emphasized, are the majority of the people of Nigeria. 
“If you make a comparison, you will see that what the 
government has done for the majority has more impor- 
tance than what it has not done for the others.” 
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Gen Babangida, who intends to participate in a confer- 
ence on agriculture in January 1990 in Italy, also has 
personal plans for his future after 1992. “I already know 
what I will not do: I will not become a farmer,” he said, 
pointing out that he will perhaps be an “exception.” A 
former Nigerian head of state, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, and several other senior officers have become 
large-scale farmers in Nigeria. “I will perhaps undertake 
further studies. In any case, I will leave the Army to 
make room for the young people,” said ‘he 47-year-old 
president-general.“* “In 1992, I will 30 years of 
service, and that is a lot,“* he conclude: 
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[Excerpt] Nigeria’s oil production quota has been 
increased from 1.3 million barrels per day to 1.4 million 
barrels. This is sequel to an agreement by the OPEC 
ministers to increase the organization’s daily output in the 
2d half of the year to 19.5 million barrels per day from 18.5 
million barrels. The agreement was reached in Vienna at 
CPEC’s 85th ministerial session. [passage omitted] 
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